boy
t forest
& the desert

theatre piece for singers, actors and actor-musicians (2008/2011)

Kim B Ashton



Dramatis Personae: Narrator (baritone), an old man
Woman (soprano), offstage
Boss (countertenor), crazed entrepreneur
Boy (spoken role), the protagonist
Girl (spoken role)
Actors (five; mute)

Instrumentation: Fiyte
Bassoon
Percussion (snare drum, bass drum, suspended cymbal, radio white noise)
Violin
Viola
Cello

Words by Wendell Berry, Ryokan and the composer

Score: in C

Duration: c.25'

Programme note: There are three levels of narrative at work in the boy the forest and the desert: that of the narrator, who tells
the story from the outside, that of the boy protagonist, who experiences it from the inside, and that of the offstage soprano,

who in three songs presents a more abstracted commentary or response to the events. It’s a very simple story: a boy walks into the
woods in search of knowledge, but finds desecration where he hoped to find truth.



the boy the forest and the desert

to the land where the bong-tree grows

‘ bassoon starts onstage (amongst trees)‘ Kim B Ashton
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