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...run so�ly, �ll I end my song...
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CHRISTOPHER BEARDSLEY 

…run so�ly, �ll I end my song… 

  

               The text has three sources. The opening and subsequent “run so�ly…” is heard at the close of

each stanza in Edmund Spenser’s Prothalamion. The second quote, “A stream went voiceless by…” is

from Keats’ Hyperion. All other quota�ons are from Alice Oswald’s poem Dunt: a poem for a dried up

river. 

  

Performance note 

               If prac�cal, it would be desirable for the eight voices to be split into two groups. Group A

 (soprano 1, alto 1 and tenor 1) would ideally be separated from the rest (group B) by a small gap. The

func�on of group A is to act as a kind of Greek Chorus which urges the other group on. Again, if

prac�cal, group A should approach and join group B during the held note between le7er A and B in the

score (bars 65-71). 

  

Dura�on 6 minutes 

    

…run so�ly, �ll I end my song… 

  

… A stream went voiceless by…, 

  

Try again… 

  

…run so�ly, �ll I end my song… 

  

… A stream went voiceless by…, 

…the Naiad 'mid her reeds                                                          

Press'd her cold finger closer to her lips…. 

  

Try again… 

  

…run so�ly, �ll I end my song… 

  

… in the days of be7er rainfall 

It would flood through five valleys… 

And when it froze you could skate for five miles… 

  

Try again… 

  

… a Roman water nymph 

  

Go on… 

  

… a Roman water nymph made of bone 

  

Yes go on 

  

… a Roman water nymph made of bone 

Tries to summon a river out of limestone 

  

…run so�ly, �ll I end my song… 

    

Quota�ons from "Dunt: a poem for a dried up river" (taken from the collec�on Falling Awake) are

copyright. © Alice Oswald. 
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