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Rend. by, elettronics only
Instead of a Preface

In the terrible years of the Yezhov terror, i spent seventeen months in the prison lines of
Leningrad.
Once, someone "recognized" me. Then a woman with blush lips standing behind me, who, of
course, had never heard me called by name before, woke up from the stupor to which everyone
had succumbed and whispered in my ear (everyone spoke in whispers there):

"Can you describe this?"

And | answered: "Yes, | can."
Then something that looked like a smile passed over what had once been her face.
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They led you away at dawn,

| followed you, like a mourner,

In the dark front room the children were crying,
By the icon shelf the candle was dying.

On your lips was the icon's chill.

The deathly sweat on your brow... Unforgettablel—
| will be like the wives of the Streltsy,

Howling under the Kremlin towers.
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