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In a Portuguese Park - Performance Notes 

Soprano 
The general style of delivery should be like accompanied recitative, more French than 
German or Italian, and English vowels are preferred to the more conventional Italian sounds 
where the text is 'exposed'.  More florid or sustained passages can be performed according to 
conventional training.  

The parlando passages are notated in two different ways.  Triangular note-heads mean half-
sung and approximately at the pitch shown - more or less like parlando in late 19thc. Italian 
opera.   
X-shaped note-heads are more spoken and percussive.   

Dynamics are only shown in the voice part where some not immediately obvious nuance is 
intended.  Generally, they are open to interpretation, given the sense of  the words, and 
physical constraints of register.  Sometimes, too, the piano writing suggests the dynamic level 
and atmosphere.   

Letters in square brackets as e.g. in 'du[cks]' are not sung, but show how the preceding vowel 
is pronounced.  

'None' - p.11, l.3 to rhyme with 'bone'  - i.e. the canonical hour - though nuns may well be 
involved. 

Piano  
Tremolandi are shown with a trem. indication  and lines across note-stems as normal, 
but presented as chords to show the duration more clearly, though they are to be performed in 
the usual way - with rapidly alternating pitches. Start with whichever note is more convenient.   
Written out passages resembling tremolando, but without trem. marking should be performed 
precisely.  

Trills go one semitone or tone above the main note depending on the small accidental unless a 
trill to below the main note is shown with a small headless auxiliary. Trills without other 
indication go to the next natural pitch above the main note.  

Grace notes always come before the beat, and are as short as possible. 

Where pedalling is shown it should be observed carefully, as the harmonies in question are 
intended to overlap.  Discreet pedalling may be used elsewhere to facilitate legato - 
particularly trills and trems.- except where expressly contra-indicated. 

General 
Strictly speaking, accidentals apply only per bar, part and register, according to convention.  
Many extra guide accidentals have been included, but their presence in every potentially 
ambiguous situation should not be relied on. 
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