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LETTER FROM HAWORTH

THE SINGER: Can be soprano or mezzo-soprano. The range is from G#
below middle C to G# 2 octaves higher. However, the higher notes are at
the climaxes only, and the tessitura is middle-range. The lower notes can
be half-spoken and are in a soft dynamic.

In the first vocal section the singer progresses gradually from
speech to full singing. The process should come about gradually and
naturally. A note head shown as a cross should be half-spoken and half-
sung at the approximate pitch of the cross. Note heads which have a
cross beneath them indicate a note beginning on a particular pitch, but not
sustaining that pitch - relapsing into speech.

VOCALISATION IN INSTRUMENTAL PARTS

Where words are indicated in an instrumental part, they should be
chanted by the instrumentalist in question.ta a soft husky voice, perhaps
best described as a “gruff whisper”, in rkythm with the music.

THE TEXT

The text of "Letter from Haworth" comes from a letter which
Charlotte Bronte wrote in 1845,%0 her friend and teacher, Monsieur
Heger, with whom she had studied in Brussels. When she returned to
Yorkshire, M. Heger corresponded with her for a time, as he did with
other ex-pupils, but it is ebvious that a note of intensity in Charlotte
Bronte's replies put him'in a difficult position, and his letters became
more and more infrequent.

At the end of 1844 she had had no word for 6 months. She asked
her friends Mr Joe Taylor, and his sister Mary, to be the bearers of
another letter, and to bring her back his reply. After some months they
returned with no message from her "Master". In an outburst of grief, she
wrote the letter set here.
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