. 3
..... betuween silence and the word

T
a dbreath Inoverinj, tn the realm of dusk, at the

threshold- .befween s'ilence and the word..” (Her’mann Broc,{'t)

JENNIFER FOWLER
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NOTES on ".....between silence and the word"

The words: All instrumentalists are required to recite the words of
the poem in rhythm. Unless otherwise marked, all spolten sections are
quiet, with emphasis on consonants and clarity vather than volume of
the vowels. Where there is a syllable with long duration, the
congscongants will be emphatic and will outline the exact duration, but
the vowel sound may die away, e.g.:

] l

would he
_c_i_a.r ———————— k

dark fr e pp Ff

Exactness in rhythm is required in the spoken sections.

The mood: The players should be aware throughout the piece, of the
words implied by any musical phrase, so that they "speak" the words
{or mood) through the music.

Singing: There are occasional notes ov small phrases which are to be
sung. Bearing in mind that the instrumentalists may be either men or

women, and also that some players may.be more reluctant to take on a
singing role than others, alternative arrangements to swap these parts
with other players arve always given. However it is hoped that all
players will take part in a sgspot.of singing wherever possible! The
sung bits are always notated at“gounding pitch. Men can use falsetto
if necessary. The only impossibility might be the bass note in bar 4,
p.14, if the oboist, clarinetisat, and bassoconist are all women. In
this case the note should besung an octave higher.

Woodhtocl: An occasionadishort rhythm is to be struck on a
woodbloclk, or similar i4astrument, It should be placed centrally so it

can be reached by any player as required.

Micro-intervals: The piece is based on a special scale in which the
intervals expand and contract. The intervals used are 1/3 tones, /2

tones, 2/3 tones and whole tones.
For instance the tone between <§§EEEE#EEEi ig divided into

)

1/3 tones written: & i and meant to be approximately

b

equal intervals. F & would be about 1/6 tone below F q and FE

would be 1/6 tone above F % + Similarly the maj 3rd between EEEEEEEEE

is divided into 2/3 tones of approximately equal steps: ! ~
A % would be about 1/6 tone above A and C 5 would be about 1/6
tone below C H

The symbols used are: E, &', P 3 ﬁ .
They always mean a very small interval away from the "nermal’ note.
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If the tone colour of thé& micro-interval does not "match" the rest of
the scale, this does not matter, indeed, could be an asset.

An individual player may prefer to think of a note being flat
rather than sharp (or vice versa). For instance the note: ) I

= —

in the horn part may be easier to play as a flat Fff . If the player
mentally translates in this way the sound should still be closer to Fq
than the F# i.e. it will be 1/6 tone sharper than F? and 1/3 tone
flatter thanl?#,

Timbre trill: a trill between two different fingerings of the same
note. Notated: j—

Bassoon buxg: WYhen playing the lowest note on the bassoon fairly
loudly, if a sheet of paper is held over the bell (by another player)
the paper malhes a buzz which jeing in the sound. On the two occasions

this as asked for, the clarinet player is free to hold the paper, so
should be seated next to the bassoonist.

"Rolling tone”: a long note with a rhythmically regular succession
of crescendos and decrescendos,



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

On the wall shadows perform
Quietly displaying dark motions
Of a group so dim

Yet with expiring visions.

Gliding smoothly figures unwind
While others continuously whisper
Rising waves of stories which bind

Together a legion, born only out of disaster,.

e g, .

PredictionszSpelléd'outwforua lingering fate

: R R R
Only they know: secrets, dangers. * -

Enveloped in arrival of ench date.

For they are your astrologers.

Silently shadows werform
Shimmering in wevYcome moonlight,
Silently shadows perforn

Throughout. the sleeping night

Jennifer Gibbons, 1982,

{from “"The Silent Twins" by Marjorie Wallace,

Chatto & Windus}
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