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"And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment
in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.
And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into
his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;
And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him,
Eph-phatha, that is, Be opened.
And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his
tongue was loosed, and he spake plain."

St. Mark ch.7 vv.32-35
Authorized King James Version

The title, Eph-phatha , comes from this account in the Gospel of St. Mark.
The piece starts with high writing for upper wind and strings, where the
emphasis is not so much on harmonic.or melodic considerations, but on
shifting tone colour. Each instrumental line is characterized by small
intervals including microtones, which produce the effect of meandering
around a pivotal note. The use‘of lower pitched instruments is reserved
until about a third of the way through, and is marked by the entry of the
piano. The first entry of an wff-stage trio of piccolo, horn, and one cello
comes at the central climax ‘when the on-stage orchestra is arrested in full
throw. There is a cleanness of line about the off-stage writing that
contrasts sharply with the textures that precede it on stage. The effect can
quite easily be seen as a musical representation of deaf ears being
unstopped. The clean lines correspond to the new world of sensation that
must have been opened up in an instant to the formerly deaf man. Equally,
the use of a trio of instruments has a clear Trinitarian symbolism, which
although present in other parts of the work, is perhaps most apparent
here. Although the main orchestra re-enters, it is left to the off-stage trio
with its almost diatonic writing to close the piece.

Eph-phatha was commissioned by the New English Orchestra, conductor
Nigel Swinford, and first performed by them at the Derngate Centre,
Northampton on 2 May 1989.
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Orchestration

piccolo
flute
oboe
clarinet
bassoon
horn
trumpet
trombone
harp
percussion (1 player)
glockenspiel, 1 pedal timpano
piano

strings:
3 vioiin-l
3 violin II
3 wiola
J-cello
1 double bass

NOTE: piccolo; Horn, and one cello are off-stage

Duration: 13 minutes
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