SEGUENTE

For Oboe & Piano

(1976 -80)

James Erber

Seguente for oboe and pianc ‘ JAMES ERBER

Seguente for oboe and pianoc presents the rapprochement and reconciliation of

tw?ﬁarallel but complementary tendencies, both involving a changing relationship
between the two instruments :

In the first, the oboe begins with a sparse, hesitant music, which is prevented
from occupying a palpably wider emotional and technical range by the

employment of notation-types which force upon the player the need to make
increasingly complex choices of material calculated to produce an even

greater degree of tension and uncertainty, while its music becomes ever more
tenuous,

The piano, meanwhile, moves from colouring and reconating the oboe's impulses
at the opening to stating its own increasingly rich and complex material.

The second strand of the piece is made up of a simple exchange of roles
between the two instruments, Consisting of four Inserts it is filtered into
the main body of the work at ever shorter intervals, beginning at bar 4.

The oboe's initial wild flourishes form a strong contrast to the esitante,
timido music of the first four bars, while the piano's light-textured
plzzicato cannot be differentiated from it. Gradually the virtucso excesses of
the oboe are tamed, while the piano part takes on a more flamboyant character.

Both tendencies merge in the penultimate section, the oboe forming an almost
incidental overlay to the cadenza-like piano writing, which subsides to
allow both instruments an equal voice for the first time in the piece, in a
serane coda.
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