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Composed for Robert Keeley, and first performed by him af the
British Music Information Centre, London on 29th January 1987

Performance Notes

1. The piece is to be played one octave higher than written throughout.

2. The pedal is held down throughout, apart from the three points marked at figs. 2a,
3a and 4a. Excessive build-up of resonance should be avoided by the use of discreet
half-pedalling, and possibly una corda, as necessary.

3. A clear outline should be given to each of tke four sections, and to the piece as a
whole, by faithfully observing the dynamic scheme, a sketch of which is given
below:
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Within this general plan,{ne texture should be differentiated as follows: the slower
groups of notes (i.e., quavers and variously irrationalized quavers) should be
slightly softer and more 'held back’ than the faster groups (i.e., semiquavers and
irrationalized semiquavers); and notes with minim noteheads should emerge from
the texture by virtue of a distinctly more accented and percussive (‘bell-like’) attack.
The latter, when notated as rhythmically free, should frequently be played ‘crushed
against’ an adjacent note, like grace-notes.

Duration: 8’
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slightly more tense
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more broad and flowing
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suddenly fragmentary and hesitant
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