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SIMON FMMERSON

FlAND FIECE tY
tAmplified piano and tape)

Circuit
The pianc must be very carefully amplified {with at |Ieast three
microchones) to maximise the proiection of the sympathetic

rescnances of those strings held undamped vgv. ), The tspe consists
largelv of eiectronically re-cresated and Sustained resonances and
is to be proiected at 3 relativelv low tevel, integrated {though
not necessarily mixed into Lhe same |oudspeskers) wilh the live
gomolified pi1ane sounds, ldezllv the tape and five TFESOnNances
should match, although in practice Lhe tape usually dominates.

The piang part

41 anv  give moment, six strings are heid wundamped, This is
achjeved either bv the use of the third pedal or by the wuse of
pisno  tuning wedzes pushed beifween the kev and 1ibe Flanoc

superstructure (the kevboard lids to keep the key depressed, {(Such
pitehes are. of course. omitted !from the piano part.}

tin fact, the tuning wedges commercially available showid be cut
in half lengthws¥s to make them narrower than the widih of a black
kevy. in addition a smail section of the 'sharp' end should be cut

aff for mere etfective and stable insertion.)

The notes toc be undamped by either method are indieated in bouxes

either as chords «for the third pedal - to be depressed totally
silentiv! - marked "3F') or as wedge changes (the arrow giving

the cnange from the previous to the next key to be wedeed - markeo
‘We' - erxcept 5t the opening where the initial hexachord is
given.

The scora is notated in soaco-time notation, The duratieom ol notes
15 indicated in two wavz., The "extenzion’ sdded to a3 note head is
within the space-time trame civen: it indicates Lkev _depression
1ime. the acluzl duratiorn beine deiermined 25 muoch v the pedal
indicatLon. [ ardajiticon grace note croups a3re ta be inlgrpreted
‘ars Tast Fe  wISsIble piven clea: articuistion’. As to Lheir
posi1tion jn time, two ciriwerid held. Firsilv., altached to a nan-
Erece-note Wwith extension, it is this last which musl be correct
in time. the ¢race-note ¢roup scting acting nuilside iLhe Space-time
notation as 'urbheatt . Second iy, if unattached and isolated, the
grace-note grour ig plaved with dts tirst attack correctly
positioned in time,

The exact cooerdinaticn o1 tape and live Pertormance is not usually
critical. but scemetimes the tape acts as urbeat to the live. This
is indicated in the scere and mzy override the inevitable slight
discrepency betwesn siopuwaich and Laoe.

The tape part is notated very simplv. The pitches are zccurate at
onset but subsequent 'retuning’ is not indicated. A pitch with an
arrow attached means simplwy that it is sustained until

subsequently indicated, At the start of every line an indicatjon
of Lthe piteches sustained at that moment is given bounded by a
square bracket. jf an event occurs at the start of the |line this
is given just to the right. Fades of pitehes af niente are
indicated.

PROGRAMHE NOTE

Piano Fiece !V continues o series of! works which seeks to explore
the relation of resonance - as found ir real instruments - to the
development of harmony and harmornic motion,

A specifiec hexacheord is transposed in turn onto the harmonic
series of four fundamentals. The notes aof the hexachord are held
undamped tusing = third pedsl or tuning wedges! to allow
continuous sympathetic resonance from an increasingly animated
series of attachk gestures. themseives based on the hewschord or
its complement - & sort of ‘overtone row’.

The tape part has a duai function. *freezing’ certain rescrances
to act as & harmonic backdrop to the work, and to "retune’ some oOf
the piteches of the hexachora Lo Lrue harmopnic series vaiues,

The work is an eight section ’cadence’ on roots B flat. C. F. E
flat. B fiat.

The work was commissioned bv Phiiip Mesd with funds made available
by Marthern Aris. It was comprosed between March and HMavy 128% and
the tape realised in the Electroscoustic lMusic Studino at Cilv
Wniversity, London,

@and@ SiMON ERMMERSON 1955
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