Twelve vocalists are grouped into three quartets positioned in various distances from the audience; one
in direct proximity to (or amidst) the audience, another one in greater distance (akin to the normal concert
situation), the third as far removed from the listeners as the performance space allows. Therefore it is
crucial from what distance the sound reaches the audience, not from which direction. The actual position

of the three quartets depends directly on the size and shape of the performance space. The diagram

below merely gives a general idea.

[ Quartet 3 ]

p=Quartet 2 ]

[ Quartet 1 ]
[Conductor]




Distribution/Ranges

Quartet 1 alto 1 The second alto part requires a very low alto

voice, whereas the first tenor part could be sung

alto 2 by a countertenor. However, if the two alto or the
< o two tenor voices are rather similar in range, they
tenor 1 % may swap parts after each section, i.e. alternate
between the higher and the lower part in order to
tenor 2 % avoid continuing strain. For the high notes in the
tenor parts the falsetto register may be used.
f——>=
Quartet 2 soprano 1 (mezzo}%‘r > Quartet 3 seniano 2
)< :
) N seorano 3
_‘;___._elg-)—
alto 3 ?T // biss 2 _.____o__
a bass 3 %
+£ ©
tenor 3 X —=
T30
K +) ol
bass 1 (baritone) =& A N
S —
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Performance instructions

Words with more than one syllablexshould be sung legato. However, as the text is generally assigned
word for word to a different oiar 31;words that follow each other in any of the parts should not be slurred,
to avoid false connections beiaa made between individual syllables. The desired minute caesuras in

between words may be used for breathing, if necessary, as long as it doesn't interrupt the overall musical

line.

The markings pp, p and mp don't indicate distinctly different dynamic degrees, but rather nuances of the
same, generally restrained dynamic level. In particular, a mezzo piano marking must not result in an
accent. Only to a limited degree should the three quartets try to compensate for the dynamic imbalance

among them which arises from their varied distances from the audience.

Stones. Each singer has a pair of stones of the same size (at least the size of a fist and sufficiently

resonant) at their disposal. These stones are to be struck together inconspicuously as indicated by

notes with a crossed head (e.g. Bass 3 on page 1). The twelve stone pairs should vary considerably with

regard to timbre and pitch.
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