Mercury in retrograde
Piatio solo

Liake Stoneham



Mercury in retrograde has its origins in a dance-theatre piece I co-created a couple
of years ago, which featured a solo piano and a playing style which toak its cue
from the world of the dance class repétiteur. Its music achieved a sense of dogged
and maniacal time-keeping, and a desparate kind of ‘feeling through’ (I played
blinfolded). I had also been thinking a lot about autism and Asperger’s syndrome,
and my earliest childhood memeries of piano keyboards...

‘Mercury rules communication - especially everyday person-to-person forms of
communication, and mundane erranding endeavours, such as short shopping sprees. While
Mercury is retrograde, you are advised to avoid parties, to be espevially aware of what you
say and bow you interpret others when chatting, to cut back owerran.'s, and to expect that
check to be in the post a little longer than usual. Don’t be surp(ised jf the fan belt snaps in
your car just when you have to rush out for that one ingviatex? you forgot to buy.
Withdraw, slow down, stay indoors, be alone. Occupy yoursel; with cleaning, tidying,
sorting.”*

The piece therefore explores the inward, £he oisessive and perseverative, and
notions of ‘peripheral thinking’ - indeed‘of 4 ‘peripheral music’, and a sense of
‘piano-ness’, of music as a stuff generated Uy semi-automatic (yet very human)
means.

It has five movements (although th£éré is no pause between 1, 2 and 3). Their titles
are:

1 Trick

2 Disruption
3 Process

4 Glitch

5 Wit

Mercury in retragrade is dedicated to American artist friend Lincoln Tobier.

*Encyclopedia of Astrology, Nichalas deVore, Philosophical Library, 1947.

Luke Stoneham, 2005



Mercury in retrograde

For Stephen Gutman
To Lincoln Tobier
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