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Dramatis Personae

William Robinson Baritone
Dot Robinson Mezzo Soprano
Alexander Herrmann, Voice of Ching Ling Foo (Low) Bass
Chai Ping Counter Tenor
Soldier, Audience Member, Donald Stevenson, Newspaper Boy,

Announcer, Reporter and Harry Elson, Voice of Ching Ling Foo (High) Tenor
Content

Prologue Soldier (silent), Robinson (silent), Herrmann

Scene 1 Herrmann, Dot, Robinson, Audience Member, Donald Stevenson

Scene 2 Newspaper Boy, Robinson

Scene 3 Robinson, Herrmann

Scene 4 Announcer, Herrmann, Robison

Scene 5 Dot, Reporter

Scene 6 Dot, Robinson, Herrmann

Scene 7 Dot, Chai Ping, Robinson

Scene 8 Chai Ping, Robinson, Dot, Harry Elson, Herrmann, Voices of Foo (High
and Low)

Scene 9 Dot, Chai Ping, Robinson, Harry Elson, Herrmann

Scene 10 Robinson, Dot, Chai Ping

Scene 11 Herrmann, Robinson, Dot, Chai Ping

Scene 12 Herrmann, Robinson, Dot, Chai Ping, Soldier

Note: Names listed in order of appearance.

Note on Scene 12

Musically, this scene is conceived for speaking voice (Herrmann), whose words are echoed by four singing voices, with harmonic
background provided by the ensemble. The written parts for the singing voices can be interpreted as guidelines if they prove to be too
difficult, except where fragments from previous scenes should be executed.as accurately as possible.

To achieve the desired effect with improvisation, the singer must listen te.fne text recited by the speaking voice, pick up vowels that are
obvious, and elaborate on them using the pitches indicated. Cues if required maybe taken from the chords sustained by the instruments.
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Duration: 70’00"
Instrumentation:

Clarinet (doubling Bass Clarinet)

Accordion
Piano (doubling Celesta, Toy Piano, Finger Cymbals, Chinese Temple Block,, Whirling Tube (in G) and Chinese Gong)
Percussion 2 Wood Blocks, AlImglocken, Button Gongs, Chinese Gong, Chinese Palm
Balls, Chinese Temple Blocks (large and small), Claves, Crotales
Finger Cymbals, Glockenspiel, Gun Shot (on stage), Hi-Hat, Jew's Harp
Marimba, Mark Tree, Metal Wind Chime, Pedal Bass Drum (optional as
part of the Drum Kit), Rin (low), Small Chinese Clash Cymbals, Snare
Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Tam-Tam, Tanggu, Triangle, Whirling Tube (in
G)
Violin

Double Bass (doubling Small Chinese Clash Cymbals, can be shared with percussionist)
World Premiére

15th, 17th and 18th June 2006, Southwold Pier, Aldeburgh, Suffolk.
st 2nd gnd 7t July 2006, Almeida Theatre, Islington, London.

Richard Morris as William Robinson

Sophie Louise Dann as Dot Robinson

Paul Leonard as Alexander Herrmann
Andrew Watts as Chai Ping

Phillip Sutton as Harry Elson and other roles

Almeida Ensemble, conducted by Timothy Redmond.
Production directed by Martin Duncan.

Design by Francis O'Connor.

Lighting Design by Chiris Ellis.

Commission

The Original Chinese Conjuror was commissioned and developed by Aldeburgh Almeida Opera with the support of the Genesis
Foundation.
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The Set

The stage set should suggest a vaudeville theatre, but must be flexible enough to fluidly represent both on stage and off stage moments,
as well as Herrmann's workshop, a street and Robinson’s living room.

I imagine it as a dark box with some tables and small props, just enough to suggest the necessary places. Obvious footlight across the
front.

Note on Magic

The magic that is performed in the opera is technically very basic and could easily be learnt in half a morning after a trip to a magic
shop.

It would also be possible however to perform without using any magic tricks at all. For example, when Herrmann vanishes a flower, he
could simply toss it behind him. In this case, we would rely on Robinson’s reaction to fell the audience that he had seen magic. | leave it
entirely fo the discretion of the director and the actors.

Lee Warren


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

THE ORIGINAL CHINESE CONJUROR

A Musical Diversion Suggested by the Lives of Chung Ling Soo

LIBRETTO: LEE WARREN PROLOGUE RAYMOND YIU
(2003-06)

A dark stage.

On one side of the stage, in the manner of Music Hall, is an easel with a card resting on it. The card changes with each scene.
At the moment, the card reads ‘The Original Chinese Conjuror’.

We hear the heavy sound of a stage handle being pulled and a spotlight falls from above on a man, garbed in Chinese robes
at stage left. We hear the same sound and a spotlight falls from above Stage Right onto a soldier. Pause. The soldier slowly
loads his rifle. He places two bullets in the loading chamber and closes the gun. Very slowly he raises the rifle and points it
at the Chinese man opposite him. as the soldier is about to fire the gun, there is a flash of light and smoke Stage Left.
Alexander Herrmann enters, a satanic looking figure with a moustache, top hat and tails. He looks every inch the magician,
and the soldier and Chinese man freeze. Herrmann walks to the gun, takes it out of the Soldier’s hand and rests it on a stand
near the easel. The soldier and the Chinese man exit as Herrmann changes the card to read ‘Herrmann the Great’.
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Herrmann turns and looks upstage as William Robinson enters. He is dressed similarly to Herrmann, but more shabbily.
Dot moves to her place at his side, between Herrmann and Robinson and becomes both the assistant and continues her

conversation with Herrmann. At the same time the Audience Member enters, at the opposite side.
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Robinson tucks the cloth into his hands and it disappears. Dot makes an appropriate gesture.
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She produces three silver rings from behind the easel. Robinson links and unlinks them in a disinteresting manner.
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Robinson: I’ve seen enough of your show to know how to improve it, Mr Herrmann.

Herrmann: (a flower appears) Delightful girl.

Z

Herrmann: Improve MY show...?

Robinson: Yes. Except the Bullet Catch. That’s astounding, Mr Herrmann.

Herrmann: Herrrrmann.

Robinson: Herrrrmann.

Herrmann: Verrrry gooood.

Robinson: Verrrry gooood

Herrmann: Yes. (Pause) Herrmann knows exactly how you could help in his show. Have you ever become somebody else, Mr Rrrobinson?

Robinson: Please call me Billy. No, I’ve done an Arab act, but that didn’t work out ...

Dot: Except for my dancing! They loved that!

Herrmann: Well, we’re going to worrrk at it. I need your obvious skill. You have a good eye for tricks, but the performance is awful.
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Donald Stevenson starts writing as Herrmann, Dot and Robinson exit. As Donald Stevenson finishes writing, his notepad transforms

into a folded newspaper. He changes the card to read ‘Marvellous Chinese Conjuror’.
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Tempo primo (J =108)

=109

P<

mp

% o | atad sy o ol sy IUIR TNV New f | \ ] T | \
Y2 OV (5 (Y N s | 8 ] o
Ll ALN ™~
ol e o o
=| o AN m o1 ol i o1 o1 [ inNg W m o1 m o1
il (Nl 1 B N Wa '
i)
@ ! L] rmJ e fmJ b [ YA m
h. 1 g =
[ 1 <
A T B a2 s e
nduﬂv ’ £ RN M & o o ol § will & [T b
] N
o T T P) aRRR T
2
® 2
2 S
=| a 3 “l g » N
=
z H
; S i ) I B e SEH I Ty D | .
NN
L) < i) <
< ‘ Al
. 5.3 I8 : % hada N
Pa > 2 1 L N
& al uun._ P Awwww n.www |w S ki V& H & ° : W §
A L L Ry
B B AN SN 5 B N oo M
Lo LOH L - L uall
vl@#u
Bhol B r | = < Ee
S| L ETCNS m; b o]
\do_r._ : f B f 8
2 - o N W AN S YiE
nm, e I | MU A I 2 I B
= - N - 9T 2
2 | ®
~ \Mr._ i I [\ N = TTTR [ “aNUNEEW N | & o
|- |- , / \D’ﬂ I mb
i 7 o7 ~y o7 AN 3
. SN
NboB
AP e i i e et ra e 2
172}
» . |m | o1t
g
172}
] ] H g T
N : = A a - ﬁ g
Sy ' N H.
< & i L& L 3 A S &
zm_ wil PN V\V § ~ 2 8 © g
Pan K |- H
uv_r | 8 ﬁ Wo f ' Tt o_br
S | f | | L | m
S S I . m B . o
0 B N TR fmJ S A = g Mg pw ' B
iy N L. f | 48/
A N lalnul lalnul A [alnyl A iyl [alinyl H H
= = 1 o—
A & s & v s wllly =
g | N
& & b [ 119 =} o o7 =}
i ~ ~g ~ ﬁ >\\\' %
\ L i L L L
TN MW Al e el 2 AN Ao Al
N ]
- AL s
st st ot BBk ) IW B B <
2 aces aces acee aces aces aces aces 0 Cl B a8
=
U
B B B . 2 5 g o0
[=]
LIRS i
i < ] ]
N ATTeéh- o[ YaNd oy AN AlSTN
TRd i g - f ;; W_o
! e N A =
Al < J A Q
W 9 N MJ &
b b b = N2 B B = 3
= ENE E
0 — €
° £ | = L
S = s Lmt_._.‘ fmJ W A \\A% th ~y L) S
] 3 XY o g
. Ay H g 3 H
- S MRS A = = MR AR oot H o o oo oo o o
N N n N » N a AN NG NG N » N n N
~—— =~ | —— — 7 | — T NS =~ =~ A " | A
e S S o . £ S g g S s o o
m £ & z > a // m 3 £ 7
< <


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

T mmll T MTTH A 1 1 1
N SToN
® o0
IS \ g
°© () S B s nﬂun | 5 B
5
3 % i L
____ s gm § .”% gd.. L @uw L Ch dl’ Ch ¢ Ch dl G|
ST W < N | Y=\ m Puym | b el < I p
! Ex B 2
m E
L L ! ] s L L o ] L
(MY & T " 2 5
" =
il H
" S |~
i 20 9 ke £
g b BN m CYHN || !rh— .V\\m S |4 3 | \ \ 8 \ \ \
! <
N 1 ulW\ TN
m e
' AN
AL S e a HH H4H HLH H-+H
< : ™
™ N m.. m Aﬁv L oy > R N R
] ] : ] ]
N m LYRE AN W S N- hM R
1 o Lz
A AN w m BNl N A L] ™~ L) W \ e L)
m 18 Ly
N ! i Wy
m 7 k) B B A_.v
(I NG Ml & XY, ® |l kwdo/ w~ \thwr S 1K A Al 'y
|
Ny ™ &
ey \ 0 | Iy b -I-# b il Niw El 1y
— Auimwu [a% \
M w é ) e —_ Ei e
AR N i g
9 1) e mm ZEN
A o S
I s I I\ i i
| || ] ] ] 5 11 Hm g
A N ~ i M E » I Zm & w &z
m,. ] ]
2
i A (o m'. b 7% ml { YHan® W m
s
o] =
RN TN m m
< Oa‘m.. o n . m
ol b AN N g m.. (YHAR Lnum N _ m Z | == h m m
M1 M| M1 T A = g
TN 7 | £ R
b b 3] | Al b
Tt N G b

~_

I | = N
RS A \ N & wooP | T | \ el B A N ot & I \ g
Q | 1] ~4 ~t || ©»n
S 1
™ (18! BIL) 2 §
-~ I~
L) 8 b [ 8 A ) M o3 b b S
m B — - °T % AN, B 8 Jad ® |k b
~ RN _.m RN ot IMI TN 1ot Lv “
E < i < =
B ~
{| rmJ .hmmVrmJ W N .mwtwwl fmJ . fmJ -\; m N2y fmJ g th o 4 m Aln
. i W = ° P anl = 2
[ ] ©n
Il ] (=0T (Ll v I ; : ~ Ty
N2 N AN N N N N2 o N2 D o DN N q N
Nt ~ ——— =~ ~——— ——— Neee——— g — | — =~ =~ ~——— Nt T
& B g g m ~ £ S o} 2 = g ~ = ]
© m & £ z > A // c m & & >
8 < <


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp



