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They once were ...

A Concert Overture
for Symphony Orchestra

commissioned by Birmingham Conservatoire,
University of Central England,
as winner of the New Millennium Composition Competition 2002

Instrumentation

3 flutes (2nd and 3rd dble. aito and picc.),
3 oboes (3rd dble. eng. hm.),

3 clarimets (3rd dble. bass cl),

3 bassoons (3rd dble. contra bassoon),

4 horns,

3 trumpets,

3 trombones (#3 with F attachment or Bass Trb.),
1 tuba,

1 Tympanist (5 ped. tymps.),

2 Percussionists (see below for details),

1 harp,

1 keyboard (dble. piano and celeste),
Strings.

Percussion Details

#1: vibes (no motor), glockenspiel, xylophone, 3 suspended cymbals (1 large,.1
medium, 1 choke), 1 medium Tam, sn4re;4 toms, bass drum {see notes).

#2: glockenspiel (see notes), marimba/ 2 suspended cymbals (1 small - like a
crash/choke, 1 medium), 1 large Tain, 4 toms, bass drum (see notes).

The toms for each percussionist should be tuned to discern lowest to highest pitches.
No attempt should be made to tune the different groups of toms together.

Suspended cymbals should be on stands.

The 1deal placement of the percussionists would have them on either side of the
tympanist, but this won't be possible without the doubling of some instruments,
especially the glockenspiel and bass drum.

The composer accepts that the percussion parts are 'busy’ and that the choreography
may prove impractical in some instances. If this proves to be the case, the composer
happily defers to the best judgement of the percussionists and the conductor as to what
may need to be omutted.

Score is in C with the exception of: piccolo, xylophone and celesta all sound one 8va
higher than written and the glockenspiel sounds two 8va higher than written, while the
contra bassoon and the contrabass sound one 8va lower than written.

Duration: (@ 12 minutes.
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