
sam hayden 
 
system/error  (2003, rev. 2004/06) 
 
for violin, flutes and percussion  
 
for trio transport 
 
 
instrumentation: 
 
violin 
 
alto flute (doubling C flute and piccolo) 
 
percussion: 
 
vibraphone (motor off) 
crotales  (2 octave chromatic set) 
tam-tam 
x2 bongos (different) 
pedal bass drum 
orchestral bass drum 
 

 

amplification: 

In certain acoustics it may be necessary to moderately amplify the flute(s) and violin to 
balance the percussion. In such circumstances the amplification should be minimal and 
virtually unnoticeable.  The speakers should be as close to the ensemble as possible so the 
amplified sound is very localised. A ‘natural’ aural impression of the ensemble should be 
maintained so the amplified sound should never dominate the direct acoustic sound. 
 
world premiere: 
 
6/9/2006 Muziekgebouw aan ‘t IJ, Amsterdam 
Gaudeamus New Music Week 2006 
Mieko Kanno – violin 
Anne La Berge – flute  
Claire Edwardes – percussion 
 
duration: ca. 17 mins 
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Flexible (as if improvised)

e = ca. 50 (as fast as possible)

system/error
for trio transport
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