Scoring a Century

vocal score

David Blake

University of York Music Press

ISMN M 57020 076 4


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_uymp.asp

This is a low cnte_rtaiﬁment for highbrows, or vice-versa. It is the history of Mr and Mrs Jedermann, a couple of song
and dance merchants, and incidentally of the twentieth century too. The Jedermanns stumble through the momentous
events, politics and social change of the last one hundred years, never aging and only begrudgingly developing. Their
sole aim is to provide some songs and snatches, 10 raise a laugh or provoke a tear.

The form the piece adopts is more that of musical comedy thas opera. It is a modern singspiel, a review of our century

in nineteen panels. There is dialogue and songs, but fromtime to time the action is interrupted by through-composed
mini-operas which contain the serious, imaginative heart of the show.

In terms of s'taging, simplicity and fluidity are of the essence.
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CAST

Ernest Jedermann - An Entertainer (In mini-operas: Sergeant/Father/Hostage)
Baritone

Edith Jedermann - An Entertainer (In mini-operas: Mother,
Mezzo-5oprano

Tartine/Girl in jeans, Gir! in mini-skirt, Girl in business suit/Mary-Lou/3rd Woman/Nurse/Evita/3rd Voice
Soprano 1

2nd Woman/Hippy 1/African American Woman/Civil Rights Marcher/2nd Voice
Soprano 2

Student/1st Womar/ Hippy 3/Girl with shaven head/Intercom/4th Vioice
Alto

Berthold/Clemenceau
Tenor 1

Private/Jedermann's Son/Mikaél Sokol/Son on tape/Man with leaflets/Hippy 4/1st Voice
Tenor 2

Woodrow Wilson/Studio Assistant/Violinist/Old Man/American Chairman/Stage Manager/Y uppie/Phone Voice#2
Tenor 3

Lloyd George/1st Nazi Officer/Station Master/ /Man in military uniform,
Vietnam Veteran/Hippy 3/Newscaster/Voice-over
Bass 1

Lenin/Manager/Voice over tannoy/2nd Nazi Officer/Kommissar/Soviet Prosecutor/Man in black/NYC Police Officer/
Max Blumenkoh]
Bass 2

All the above also form an ensemble which plays a variety of soldiers, sons, actors, managers, gangsters, tarts, Nazis,
commissars, judges, juries, jews, bureaucrats, station masters, hippies, yuppies, gays, straights,
transvestites, Christians, gurus, commies, capltahsts moguls, groupies, junkies,;, “and sundry
others.
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PART ONE

Panel
1 Introduction
2 France 1901
3 | Mini-opera: Playing God
4 A concert party
5 Creat Britain 1929
6 Spain 1936
7 Germany 1938
8 Mini-opera: The Package
9 The- Soviet Union 1548
10 . A Show Tnal.

PART TWO
11 No Man's Land (or the 1950s)
12 The 1960s. The USA.
13 | Mini-opera: The Hostage
14 The 1960s continued
15 The 1970s. The ?SA.
16 The 1980s. Mini-opera: A Monetarist Dream
17 ~ The 1990s. The USA,
18 The Millennium
19 Finale

40

48

70

85

184
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MUSICAL NUMBERS |

PART ONE

Number

1 THIS IS QUR SHOW

é THE TOGETHER TRIO

3 THE JEDERMANNS' WALTZ
'4 MINI OPERA (J) PLAYING GOD
5 WAR MEDLEY

6/6a  JEDERMANN'S SONG (i)

772 RAT-A-TAT-TAT

8 LAND OF DREAMS

9 JEDERMANN'S SONG (ii)

10 WE GIRLS

10a WE GIRLS (Reprise)

11 MINI OPERA (2) THE PACKAGE
12 MARCH RIGHT ON

13 FINALE

A SHOW TRIAL

'Opening number: Full Company

Duet: Mr. and Mrs. Jedermann
Private/Sergeant/Jedermann
Quintet: Nurse |
Lenin/Wilson/Clemenceau
Lloyd George

Solo: Jedermann

Mrs. Jedernann and chorus
Mrs:Jédermann and chorus
Solo: Jedermann

Solo: Tartine

Solo: Tartine

_ FalherfMother/

Station-master/Yoice of son
Duet: Mr and Mrs Jedermann

Jedermann/

Soviet Prosecutor/American Chairman/

Double chorus; American and Soviet

40
50
59

62

68

70

84

)
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14

15

15d

17

18

21

22

23

TEDERMANN'S SONG (iii)

PROTEST SONGS:

MINI OPERA (3) THE HOSTAGE

PROTEST SONGS (Cont):

ISTILLCANDOIT

MINI-OPERA (4).
THE MONETARIST DREAM

JEDERMANN'S SONG (iv)
THE L.AP.C. A AD.T. BLUES
TOGETI;IER

THE MILLENNIUM MEDLEY

THAT WAS OUR SHOW

MUSICAL NUMBERS ™

PART TWO
Solo: Jedermann

Chorus . “horus

Girl in jeans/Old man /The Jedermanns ,

Woman 1/Woman 2/Woman 3/
Man in Black/Man '

_The Jedermanns

Chorus

Berthaid
Salor Berthold

Mr and Mrs Jedermann/Yuppie/

Solo: Jedermann

Duet: Mr and Mrs Jedermann
Duet: Mr and Mrs Jedermann
Duet: Mr and Mrs Jedermann

Finale: Full Company

125

186

189
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‘Orchestra

2 Flutes both doubling Piccolo

Oboe doubling Cor Anglais

Clarinet | in B flatand A

Clarmet2  in B flatand A doubling Bass Clarinet
Alto Saxophone in E flat

Bassoon

2 Homs in F

2 Trumpets in B flat

Trombone

Tuba

~ Percussion - two players

4 Timpani, Side Drum, Tenor Drum, Bass Drum
Small, medium and large tom toms

Smal{ medium and large suspended Cymbals

Pair of clashed cymbals. Antique cymbal in E flat
Small Triangle. Cowbells in D and E
Tambourine. Claves. Woodblock. Sandblocks
Bicycle bell. Whip

Large gong and bucket of water. Tamtam
Glockenspiel. Xylophone.

Piano
Guitar . doubling banjo
Strings (4:4-2-2-2- or more)
2 Basses with low C)
Onstage: Violin, cello, piano, eleciric keyboard, guitar, 2 gavels.
Score in C

Usual octave transpositions.

Duration Part 1 ¢ 75
Part 2 ¢ 80"
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PANEL 2 - FR&NCE
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‘much to be thankful for. A new century, a peaceful world, the deatlynf Queen Victoria. And for us, surely, at iast,
fame, adulation and riches.
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Mrs Jedermann: Jedermann, you have enough optimism to fill the next hundred years. Personally, I would
" hardly have thought a summer season at the Pier Theatre in Trouville warranted such
hearty speculation.
Jedermann: It's a new age, my little Cassandra. A new time for us all. Soon man will fly in the air in

fantastic machines. Soon, France will connect to Britain by a tunnel beneath the waves.
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Very scon war will be an archaic word in an old dictionary. Breathe in the air. Breathe it

in! It's the

modemn world.

Mrs Jedermann: It smells like donkey droppings to me.
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Jedermann:

Mrs Jedermann:

Jedermann:

Mrs Jedermann:

Jedermann:

Mrs Jedermann:

You know, it's a wonderful tiiing to be song and dance merchants at this exact point in
history. Classical music itd=ad...

I was trained for clasgizal music, remember.
I know, I knaw, but you cannot be held wholly responsible. A new world will open up for us.

.. Inahundred years' time it is the artists who will rule the world, finding
their way into everyone's life.

Now I know you've been at the absinthe.

Why can't you embrace the spirit of the age? The point is — anything is possible —
absolutely anything. Think of something ridiculous, out of this world...

(Thinks hard and laughs) A man on the moon!
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you stop eating those cream cakes — a man will

Then I predict, within your lifetime — if

walk on the moon!

Jedermann:
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If man has the machinery to go to the moon, then he must also

have the machinery to conquer the people of the moon. Andifhe hasithe will

Mrs Jedermann:
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Over there...

Oh Jedermann... Look...

" most certainly try it out on carth first....
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, ot Sanit 369 , 3 '
That’s the novelist, isn't it? That’s that Marcel Proust. | Jed : * What's he searching for?
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Mrs Jedermann:  He seems to have lost something. ..
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(The seaside backdrop is lit more and more theatrically. Jedermann offecs his wife his arm, she gets up and comes down
stage; the scene resembles a music hall number.)
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PANEL 5 - GREAT RITAN

BERR EERE RN RN RN ENE RN ERER RN it FLIT RRRE!

111

(1929 Backstage at the music hall.

Manager:
Jedermann:

Manager:

Jedermann:

Manager:

Jedermann:

Manager:

Jedermann:

Manager:

(He exits)

Jedermann the show must ﬁmsh at the end of the week...
Why? We had almost a half full house last Saturday.

That was a charity show for deaf and blind veterans, and still they walked out...
: ' Jedermann this is nineteen twenty-nine. The war has

e
been over for ten years s 1 Audiences don't want to be reminded of something
they didn't choose to know in the ﬁrst place... Besides, haven't you heard, there's a
depression on!

You don't have to tell me, my wife has barety talked to anyone for days.

A world economic depression. It's barely safe to walk the city streets any more — for
fear of falling millionaires. No, I cannot keep your act on any longer.

But we are professional artistes! We depend...

Nobody's interested in artistes any more. You're just a line in a cash ledger.

But we have a contract! We're booked.(. ~

Let me say it agam Jedermann, bank§ are failing, governments are desperate for

remedies. In Berlin a million maiks/buys you yesterday's newspaper, ln New York, men

who built skyscrapers join the’bread line in the shadow of their own buildings.

Do you think you — and your third rate troubadours — are worth a moment of the world's
time? Get wise, Jedermann=> people want fun now, they want to forget the current
horrors, the endless p0ve 17, .

_ reople aon't want operas
about death and dym B L hey want the Jazzy, the snazzy, the new — write a number about
gangsters. = o . Lz public loves gangsters. Gangstcrs are positive —
they go out and ;;t thmgs done. T . .- Good night.

(Mrs Jedermann exits and the theatre manager enters. A pathétic ripple of applause is heard.)

1L 111 111 1 Y 11 I T T
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Son:
Bt;‘rtﬁo.l-d:
Jedermann:
; §on:
Berthold: .
Jedermann :
Son:

J ederm-ann:
Son:

Jedermann:

Son:
Berthold:
Son:
Jedermann:
Son:
Jedermann:
Son:
Berthold:
Jedermann:

Son:

Jedermann:
Son:
(The son walks out)

Berthold:

Well, what did he think?
Did he like our "Playing God?" Did you tell him about the idea?
Idea? What idea?
The idea Berthoid aﬂd 1 had.
My
A sequence of mini-operas building up 2 spiritual portrait of modern man. . music,  words.
Ideas? Ideas’ll kill him.
We know what you think. But what does he think? Did you even ask him?
Son, he thought it was ... absolute sh.. (He senses their vulnerability.)
Come on, tell us honestly. Te]lus the truth.
Absolute...ly shimmering with talent. Oh yes,.well done. Well done, my boy. He only wondered if
the two of you could come up with something on a more topical subject. Something - perhaps - that
your mother and I could perform... next week?
(Excited) Something political?
A‘ﬁ opera about the suffragette movement.
How that women have got the vote?
They have? Don’t you dare Jet ¥ur mother hear that.
Or the expulsion of Trotsky from the USSR...
What about... gangsters?
Gangsters’?‘
Gangsters?

Gangsters. American Gangsters.

Are you of your mind? Gangsters? I'm a serious artist. You wouldn’t get Brecht writing about
gangsters.

" No. Well, maybe this should be more in the style of a Broadway show.

A Broadway show about gangsters! Who ever heard such a ridiculous idea? I despair of you.

['ll talk to him. Leave it to me.

(Berthold follows the son out.}

A 1 11 1111 1
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