The Four Temperaments
for orchestra (2003)

Commissioned by Contempeorary Music Making for Amateurs for their 10" Anniversary Concert at the Bath Festival.

First performance: 31 May 2003, Assembly Rooms, Bath, England, COMA."

This work was written for Contemporary Music Making for Amateurs whose forces vary widely from performance to
performance. [t was therefore conceived as a flexible work for amateur orchestra, which can expand in size from an
ensemble of around 25 players to forces of symphony orchestra size. The conductor is free at all times to make
appropriate adjustments or substitutions in the scoring in order to produce the best overall musical effect.

QOrchestra

Flutes/piccolos, recorders, oboes, clarinets, saxophones, bassoons, horns, trumpets, trombones, tubas, 4 percussion (or
more), piano duet, electric keyboard (synthesiser), electric guitar, accordion, violins 1 and 2, violas, cellos, double
basses.

1 woodwind player — preferably oboe or clarinet — and 1 violinist should be willing to sustain a solo part.

Percussion 1:

Drums — anything from standard drums found in a percussion section to ethnic instruments, nails in a metal tin,
saucepan lids etc. A good selection should be distributed between all 4 percussionists; small bells/sleigh bells ~

any small, tinkly bells; whistle; rainstick or maracas; woodblock; whip; glockenspiel - a toy or school instrument is
fine.

Percussion 2:

Drums — as for percussion 1; small bells — as for percission 1; woodblock; stones; whistle; swanee whistle; whip;
triangle

Percussion 3:

Drums — as for percussion 1; small bells — as for percussion 1; whistle; stones; flexatones; metallic instruments —

small gongs, metal plates, or bits and pieces of scrapyard metal suspended on a stand; car horns/hooters — toy shop
variety is fine! '
Percussion 4:

Timpani/bass drum — either 2 middle-range timpani or 1 bass drum plus 1 or 2 smaller drums of different pitch,
such as concert toms; small bells — as for percussion 1; stones; tambourine

Minimum forces
The work can be played with the following minimum forces:

4 ‘high’ woodwind (the conductor should decide on the parts), saxophone (preferably soprano or alto), trumpet,
horn, trombone, 4 percussion, piano duet, keyboard, 3 violins, viola, 2 cellos, double bass

Kevyboard sounds

Heavy ‘clunky’ metallic sound

Thin and eerie

Deep, but pitched metallic sound in which overtones sound more clearly than the fundamental
Quasi human voice; molto vibrato

Brilliant, resonant ‘bell” sound

Soft, dark and mysterious

Similar to (6), but with more ‘presence’

Resonant metallic or ‘bell’ sound. Possibly the same as (3) or (3).

00 BN —

The text comes from the Kalevala, and the Old Testament (Jeremiah, Psalms and Job). The players should speak the
lines quite matter-of-factly and fairly fast. Individual meaning is not meant to come across.
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145 Heavy, chunky and very rhythmical
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