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1. Web [ATTBar] - page 2

The spider’ s lurking-parlour
its vestibule of thread

the spin of itswalls

closing in and round us

until the hall we entered
hoping to visit life

becomes the manor of our desth.
No skylight over the door
no flue of ar

only the trap of shadows
and darkness ripening

in the heart of the sun.

2. Stormy [ATBar] - page 4

| should have seen from your eyes
and the lightning which broke in them
the storms that lay ahead.

The white ecstasy of bedsheets,
smashed pots and broken furniture,
the forked static of your touch.

But storms pass like headaches do.
Today therain, in carpet-tacks.
Alone together, we watch therain.

3. Almond Tree[ATBar] - page 6

We met under the fork of an amond tree
as March came slowly into leaf.

Our love blossomed like a snow-storm:
White confetti paved the street.

What are we to do how autumn’s here?
Your eyes are cold, my arms have shrunk.
The years seem atangle of dry twigs.

Can we get through them without love?

4. Just asthe ash-glow [ATTBar] - page 8

Just as the ash-glow

and cinder-light of the skies
lose all their lustre

once you' ve seen the moon rise,

and the volted daisies

and bruised del phiniums
paleinto nothing

when the sunflower blooms,

and the swallows
plinking on their long string
sound merely garrulous
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if you've heard the lapwing,

so the women I’ d been eyeing
were adimmed light

when you walked into vision
that first night.

5. Within minutes [ATTBar] - page 10

Within minutes, our first conversation,

| knew.

Out of nowhere, from the rim of awine-glass,
the flash

of knowledge, asif there were no choice.
Sewn up.

Like the moment the plane drops through

the clouds

and the land spreads out its patchwork,

and you see,

in crushing detail, the future race to meet you.
Just like that.

6. Our bodies in the shower [ATTBar] - page 14

Our bodies in the shower.
The hisp and plather

of skinsunder the water.

The smoke coming off us.
The stream within the stream.
Wewererinsed clean

of everything but desire.

7. She'd buy things[TTBar] - page 16

She' d buy things, expecting our livies to flourish
because the objects surrounding therin had changed.
My line was different: no matter how and where
we lived, we were what we were, unalterably.

8. All the homely arts and crafts[TTTBar] - page 18

All the homely arts and crafts -
the soft plinth of atongue,

the Guggenheim of an ear,

the weave of hands and hair -

are nothing next to the science

of these eyes unseen until tonight,
thislip lightly charred from

the soft combustion of akiss.

9. In April [ATTTBar] - page 20

In April we'll fly to the Lebanon and live among the vines
and the vines will be young and tender

and our bed will smell of cinnamon

and I'll order them not to wake ustill we please.
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I’ll keep you safe
If ever you're lost
I’1l go about the streets and broadways
and find you and bring you to my bed.

10. Who'sthe moreto blame? [TTTBar] - page 22

Who' s the more to blame?
You for having eyes

asoul could drownin?

Or mefor falling in?

Let’s not argue who'sto blame.
The only points at issue

are the ones that shrink

and widen in your eyes.

My eyes have grown dim
from patrolling the days
like acameralens,
trawling for your eyes.

Here'syou in New York.
Here' syou in London.
Your eyes are everywhere.
Where are your eyes?

11. The print of soles[ATTTBar] - page 24

The print of soles across the bathroom floor:
finding them, | felt like Crusoe, and stoopea
to test their warmth and wetness, then rgse
to follow where they led, not caring thet

| knew the end already, asif shewé2
astranger, this woman meeting my eyes

in the dressing-table mirror,

one towel tucked just above her bosom,
another knotted round her head,

and waterbeads still fresh on her nape

and shoulders, which | bent to kiss-
meeting your eyes again as | did-

for the first time ever in the world.

12. My pomegranate [ATTTBar] - page 28

My pomegranate in the wilderness
my sunlit fishpool

my August torrent

and winter coal.

No one can quench the flame
of this ecstasy

our loveis strong as death
and rich asfire.


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

13. Against Dieting [ATTTBar] - page 30

Please, darling, no more diets.

I’ve heard thetalk on why it's

good for one's esteem. |’ ve watched you
jogging lanes and pounding treadmills.
I’ ve even shed two kilos of my own.
But enough. What are love-handles
between friends? For half a stone

it isn’'t worth the sweat.

I’ve had it up to here with crispbread.

| doubt the premise, too.

Try to seeit from my point of view.

I want not less but more of you.

© Copyright 1999 Blake Morrison

Note: The texts of these madrigals were commissioned from Blake Morrison to be set to music.
Subsequently Blake published 11 of these poems, aong with others, under thetitle “Madrigalia’ in his
volume of Selected Poems (1999). Thefirst (“Web") and last (“Against Dieting”) set in my collection do
not appear in that edition. Thethird ("Almond Tree") and fifth, (“Within minutes’) set the original
typescript versions of his poems, which differ slightly fromthosz in the poetry collection.
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for Martin and Rita Cadwan

2
First Book of Madrigals
for unaccompanied male voices
Text: Blake Morrison Gavin Bryars
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2. Stormy
Flowing, moderate tempo (conversational)
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3. Almond Tree
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4. Just as the ash-glow
Fairly slowly (W =c70)

L e - -
Alto —_——— — =S |
A e _
as  the ash-glow and cin - der-light of the skies
—— P
Tenor 1 ”iu - EIP LP‘ I i £ i H —— :'
ash-glow and cin - der-light lose— . all their
e P
T T r T
cin - der-light of the skies
_’_____'“‘-.
ﬂ-"-——._-___-_‘-__"“-/—-.—._-___‘_‘--'N
= y
Baritone

Just as the ash - glow and cin - der-light of the skies

I I |
F 2 1 1 — 1
= | 1 ]

1 1 |
I
F | £ | Ty -
F | -y Lol
1 1 1 1
| Fe— | I ]
and the vol - ted daj - sies
,-"'"-——_——-__ ____\-.__‘
¥ = — e
* 1o = L 1%l = 1
- 1 1 1 1 1 1 1]
] I I I
and the dai - sies
/_'___,_,..----'—_ ' ___’__,_._:_‘___\\
Iy T, I uF F 1
r i | I3 0 F 1 LI 1
= 1 1 | 1 L 1 |
1 : : 1 1 L[] |
—_— once you've seen  the moon ¥ise, and the dat - sies

—

+ del - phi-ni-ums— pale in-to no - thing when  the sun - flower
//—%E
. /_._-__-__-_‘-‘-\ /-_\

- b - -~ %

] ! > > T g § | Bt | ) - F ]
| LT 1 1 1 1L L 1 el Ll L 1 ]
L LI | E— 1L I 1 1 174 1 1 1 1
1 L2 T ! 1 1 PR |

phi-ni-ums — pale in-to no - thing when the  sun - flower
—3 — = e ee—
r—. oY = - | ATy |
—+ 1  — — " — i = e e ]
| E— 1 + 1 ¥ 1 : : ]

phi-ni-ums__ pale in-to ne - thing, lhe( - )sun - flower

S and bruised del - phi-ni-ums— in - o no - thing, the sun - flower


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

T, 1T 7T FTTT] TTT] mmh 1T L. ITTT] T n 17T === ===
‘- ﬁﬁi.: o h.r- = C:-: o | -]
L] = | = [ 1] = © o _ @ o
" - ot > T © - .r-_ 3] it 5 ac~olfl| 5 1L 2
g 5 5 s 5 z ¥ 5 H| &
sr...w ] pMHE | E 4l ¢ 4 ¢ _ ¢ _ .
n d d d g " - T n 1T
inE o 5 N m FIE S g ¢ 2 a4l & (TR ._H_m A .
g 2 & o c @ T 1T 1 s T8 -20 .E.!_w_u
gy Ly A4 uy TP L [ 1N i = [ = h =]
glPe e s ]
an an oh on Tl =2
< e AAM-E PPl E L ,.m - - = =
= H = ) ! ' N Ty 2 Mg T Ik ' o0
o T W/ T I - 5 [lErs o i 32
ol ag H g i L1 ] 1T
c = | AN =
IR 2T <11t _ SNl :
=
. =) . , - = 1l o r
e T 3 T 21 M © ! i m | 2 ks T > TH| & THE
= S = By o) wx . o | & H- HHH H i HES T
_..- 5 L[TM § _..r- g [11H| & I iHIER Rl 1] \
© S e et © N M T , , o
 Yad 2 T < . | & - s 4
i e | &b r_ q X M-S =
-—Ill.m -.!Ql. - TTT n ” | n -Flll n 1T 11T 1T
lm w A l..h w ! ! P sl m ! s H- = =1 ]
[ = il W L 1a m T8 W £
Fual G L = L] == L = __ a.._w ..,rGw ] m 4 m
T _ o = el BT 3 1| -&
1 i) o
. AT 1 11 T n Ty = 1 HH =, B _ )
]
=H d __. uq 3 N - L4 -
¢ 1] | _ = . A KR T
- - : |4 g T = T
_ . . ah J &0 . iy J11 o 3 L] iadk |11 ]
¥ ' w hitl .E pIL S JER-= allps 7L
- E " = z E = = ‘o
[=) hmul =] i ] | 1 ..nl._ 1
H jany —_ - = o =% =% o |
i s VA S s SR E STNH S SR ESIIEE S Y= st = 8l = I 2 Hl 2 elle MR e T
1| = ™ (9 = ] ‘ =] . o ,H c o
.W TH w R IS 1T BERE BERR 1T M‘V,ﬂ _ sy =Y Y 2 HEly =
1T 1T F1T] T 111 3 -1 ARER fenfenfenten 11 1| =
] - N i
H Q o = |
Tl 2 S 21 (W 2 ML 2 yiife = N >
— m — — o " 2 - = A = T = -
[ = il = o = = H 5 o =
Un [t |~ = = O N O M = o M el
2 s S22
= - =
m._n-ul z i m; LA TR .m alll = MR ol g o k = 3 ..m
; “a Ml < e 2 | ] s g Rl = 27| = §7
LR - :
&M ! v g o g < ® ® % ®
= L1 o Z f..-.. o L b £ %
[ e 1 2 o 2 = - m. a MIu 2 B
|11 il nn m > - ”_— > = sHE| S =l &3
= D\ = = 1wl = 1] m.. T Wf T m‘
m._l!. = b 4
3 g g 3 ”
A . ; . TRl 2 /YHl 2 FH 2 /4|2
v W “ 1% ] [ [ )
H E o = e 3 . -
m H m . m . m H o Y 0 = e Iy g I s  LHH| 2
¢ =] . 2 . ° 4 = 1 = . =] =] Ll = £ 11 e &b
ﬂhp = s Tun B ﬁ.n_. = oh 1 &0 a0 of = ﬂ g N &
N N~ R TN = K e Cal ﬂﬁ, [ o
- [

night,
Monday August 30th 1999 Victoria B.C.

k| ol
h L]
first

Fa
that

)

- sion

L
vi

vz
in to

walked

you



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

10

+

. Within minutes

w

" =60 mp——
e b L T —— T
AI[O —O—r = T ] H H —— t T ﬁ-____'! 1 = oY =-.'-‘:' 1
 — — 1 § o e e v — -ttt |
= (=) - T s @
With-n mi-nutes— our first— con-ver - sa-ton,—— 1 knew.
P/:-———._-—__-T‘-h\ﬁ\ o b o )
Tenor 1 ] 1 1 1 :ﬂl »— T ==1 1 } | = !
* -~ - ——= & # = | = 1 1
mi - nutes, our first_ con-ver - sa-tion, | P
R e ————— | L T —
T 2 x z =| ] il } 1 ; } : > - &F }1 ﬂF {
€nor :u!- 0 ! ‘I:Ii‘ ﬁ I :ﬁi E ; : € “: :
mi - nules, our first ¢con - ver-sa-tion, | P
I et L i,
Barit - il — ! — ui”n- -1 — = :
none ' - : i - — ' "'i'j I I ] |
With - in m - nutes, our firat con - ver-sa-taon, I

Out of  no- where,- from the rim  of a  wine-glass,

from the rim

of a  wine-glass,

1 1 - 1L 1 L1 - 1L 1
—y T 1) 1 - 1 o
- —=—1— == et = 1 i
I H I !
of no - where, _ from the rim of a
L — e —_—
* TH —= |§' — '“#F‘ — —— ]
- =" | »
| | 1 | ¥ 3 1L 1 | ] | | 1 L | ] I 1
1 1 | " 1 1 : | " L 1 1 1 : | ! ]

1
T
of no - where,— from the rim of a  wine-glass,



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

11

—_— T
P ean R T

mp

P/'_"'h-.l

B bl

F —

1%

| -

i

choice.

no

there. were

if

know-ledge,. as

of

flash

the

— T
o

choice,

no

there were

if.

as

of know-ledge,-

the flash

mp

L4

choice,

no

there were

as if

know-ledge, -

of

the flash

mp

he-

choice.

no

there were

as if.

know-ledge. .

of

the flash

I
LILL)
-t

y—
T T
1 .
1 -

drops

mo-meni— the plane

-
Like the

(=}

mo-ment— the plane

drops

Like the

For s

——
—+—

e

B

H'

drops

ment

mo

the

Like

| v O
el

drops

ment

mo

the

Like


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

Cresc. poco a poco

259 R —— : ,_ﬁ’,f,_——_—_ e
AL o2 ——p— = !’jﬁili’:‘ R i ——
and the land spreads
Cresc. poco a poco
—
’—-——._.__-'_—___-T-T‘-NI\ = 1 : m‘ 1 "\‘/’-‘-._._--__T_—-_-:-‘-\I
T e S===

through the clouds

and the land spreads

Cresc. poce a poco

9 1 1 1 K =| 1L I I I 1 I 1 i i ilu
T.2 {Hey—rr ¢ e ] e
o = N - t ™ = ey
through the clouds land spreads
Cresc. poco a poco
’ h ol - . N /-""_'_-_____"""'—--.____-—--____"\\
Bar. |EEEE gt ===t S=—= ===
el L} T T
through the clouds and the land spreads
{cresc.) s
e —_ mp 2 P
O '_2_—| - i —— } pi—— 1 s
W e L T =
out its  patch - work, and you see, in crush-ing  de -tail,—  the
2 7
m
g b £ e e g0 el Ty
T‘l F : . . : < F ‘." va 1| : : = i — 1= { !' 1| Tl 1
1 1} 5 | | i 1 E 1 | 1
out its  patch - work, and you see, in crush-ing de - il the
1 mp , ﬁ
P P ———— 2 ~
T2 ==a——==r=== =
D : * —l ¥ i f —
— out its  patch - work, and you see, in crush-ing de - tail, the
{cresc.}
—2= mf === mp
e T— e — i T :-{ } T T —i T _TE-H‘ 1
Par |EE=—¢ i e = = = i
— out its  patch - work, and you see in de - tail,


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

cresc. poco a poco

13

P

kel 1

| s | 1 F 3

=
L

——
=

e

1]

Just like  thar

"y
hr i

Just like  that

Just like  that

Monday July 3rd 2000 Vicioria B.C.


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp

the shower

ies in

*

6. Qur bod

14

mp

_.-- 2 Q £ ‘.
= i “ Jord e o ek
g ﬂ °
oy
e
1 Ghlli m i )
HA =3
| LY = m
TR =2 @ = ol = ol = N
t lMH (73 w v
1] =+ 1] 1] 1411 ] e
LH._ s [ \Hn. [ - n &= an LU L
M| = L © S =] B Bl ]
.* 5 M T =TT +111 TH e=d Exd
ﬁ ¥ |m | ]} ﬂ = v m
mx _ £ _ . o1 | . g
4 —+ - H- = ]
Al = =1 2 | HR = g [ 8 4 g 3 i B & ¢|
(=% 1T = =" = ] o n L e o G ENER 111 1T EUEE
| = AT = ™ 5|5 N E (T 5
Y S o g - H 17 | L | P T
T ® 5 Nl 2| | 2 2 2 a J
& & o o TR M = T nIEEREI
TN -2 =2 TN .2 T 2 | £ U & g g
My = =) e = e = w 4 w m m
(T} I (T T[T 1} 3 ol ol
™ | L | [ N \
(e e HW e Y| e
b = M1 = Mﬂn = Y = P_ i u I M
= | = e E E
"y I 4 4 T m |1. m AIER m NNRN: " b3
1Ll w ||14 w L] = 1 1] ] B - B AMER alll
EEER wr ANEw “w - ettt
g : 5 o2 M| 2 2 _
Ul 2 7 2 Tl 2 = = N J
[ = [l = [t = { Mt &
7] ] v hld d 1) © '
T 1 &
ol £ H-.. £ HJ. 2 T = Yrs N
= -
_ | | 4 s
L.»._I g % | € ¥ .S 1 G U 5 5 pLit g
n ] B
" " @ T Bl S T 8 5 TH = | TR = | Mt alll
L2 e 2 | 2 A I B El: 3 il 11 i
3 : ) 2 £ Hy 2 . '
— e 4 —1 o =
g 8 ™| 2 ¥ B = - _. T o ol S
S 3 g~y 2 < 2
N 1 ] _. ] | = &
— s = H g z 1
(U = = =
)
2 8y 5 & 5 B 5
i= g & & S K Q
7 ! L !
S R Cal

— o~ o

o
=3 5 3
5 § 5
=~ = o)

stream.

the

in

with

stream

The


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_schott.asp



