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Martyn Harry
String Quartet No. 1 Op. 22b, “Empress”

World Premiere: Allegri Quartet, Elvet Methodist Church, Durham, 8" May 2002

Allegro Moderato

Intensivo

Vivace

Adagio — Andante Teneramente
Allegro Moderato — Adagio
Fluendo

N O U R W N A

Piangevole

The Empress Quartetis cast in one long mevement lasting around twenty minutes.
Its title refers to Haydn’s "Emperor” Quartei’and its slow movement in particular. |
became interested in the idea of emplayirig an exaggeratedly ‘public’, even
deferential tone as a foil to the intensaly ‘private’ musical world commonly
associated with chamber music. The Quartet contrasts sections whose meaning
seems to be apparent with other passages whose function might be to bemuse
the Empress, or even express thia Muse.

The introductory section te-the quartet is intended to ‘go against the grain’. The
opening bars have the quaiity of projection associated with ‘public’ music, but are
quickly diverted in wholly unexpected directions. One model for this passage was
late Beethoven. The introductions to the Finales of Beethoven's Hammerklavier
or indeed the Ninth Symphony present a plethora of varied melodic materials, as
it were, in passing, before the main business of the day is reached. | admire the
poighancy of those passages which appear just once, never to retum.


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Score Martyn Harry

String Quartet No. 1, Op. 22b ("Empress")
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