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Move him into the sun - ‘j
Gently its touch awoke him once at home, °
Whispering of fields unsown.
Always it woke him, even in France,
Until this morning and this soaw.
If anything might rouse him now,
The kind old sun will know.
Think how it wakes the seeds,
Woke, once, the clays of a cold star,
Are 1imbs so deary achieved,
Are sides, full-nerved - still warm,
Too hard to stir?
Was it for this the clay grew tall?
0 what made fatuous sunbeams toil
To break earth's sleep at all?
7. 1
@1 3//
J =) i
G[) THE UNRETURNING
Suddenly night crushed out the day and hurled
Her remnants over cloud-peaks, thunder-walled.
Then fell a stillness such as harks appalled
When far-gone dead return upon the world.
5 There watched I for the Dead; but no ghost woke.
Each one whom Life exiled I named and called.
But they were all too far, or dumbed, ‘a7 thralled,
And never one fared back to me or-spoke.
Then peered the indefinite uishapen dawn
1o With vacant gloaming, sad as half-lit minds,
The weak-limned hour when sick men’s sighs are drained.
And while I wondered on their being withdrawn,
Gagged by the smothering Wing which none unbinds,
I dreaded even a heaven with doors so chained.
(3) The End
' f}
N ' el ety e i e e i S
After the blast of lightning from the east, : G——— B
The flourish of loud clouds, the Chariot throne, v e

FUTILITY

After'the drums of time have rolled and ceased
And from the bronze west long retreat is blown,

Shall Life renew these bodies? Of a truth
All death will he annul, all tears assuage?
Or fill these void veins full again with youth
And wash with an immortal water age‘?

When [ do ask white Age, he saith not so, -
"My head hangs weighed with snow."”

And when I hearken to the Earth she saith
My fiery heart sinks aching. It is death.
Mine ancient scars shall not be glorified
Nor my titanic tears the seas be dried.”
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THE UNRETURNING

Suddenly night crushed out the day and hurled
Her remnants over cloud-peaks, thunder-walled.
Then fell a stillness such as harks appalled
When far-gone dead return upon the world.

_ There watched I for the Dead; but no ghost woke.
Each one whom life exiled I named and called.
But they were all too far, or dumbed, or thralled,
And never one fared back to me or spoke.

Then peered the indefinite unshapen dawn

With vacant gloaming, sad as haif {it minds,

The weak-hmned hour when sick men’s sighs are drained.
And while 1 wondered on thes” being withdrawn,

Gagged by the smotheririe'Wing which none unbinds,

I dreaded even a heaven with doors so chained.

Wilfred Owen
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The Unreturning
(No. 2 of "Three Songs of War")
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