Programme Notes

The Harlequin of the Air
Phantasy Masked and
- Unmasked

for Flute, Oboe/ Cor, Clarinet in Bb, Horn in F, and Bassoon

for Catherine Pluygers

Duration 5 minutes.

This short piece is a capricious flight of Fancy or Phantasy, in
which birds andVeénetian bells‘mingle with the airy
caperings of a mischievous spirit. However , the mask is
twice laid aside to reveal a delicate vulnerability.

The musical material grows out of the simple intervals of
the unmasked melody.

Performance Note;:

The oboe changes to cor anglais at the unmasking points:
there should be time enough at the pause to allow for this.

There are several indications for oboe chords and harmonics.
| have indicated what | would prefer as the strongest tone to
come through the chord, but the exact timbre / harmonics
are at the discretion of the player; who may also feel free to
play the upper notes only, without effects, if wished.

Julia Usher, Primavera Edition July 2001


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Masked and Unmasked

HARLEQUIN OF THE AIR

Music by Julia Usher

For Wind Quintet
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