A SUMMA CALO

PAUL ROBINSON OCTOBER 2001
Instrumemntation

3 Flutes, third doubling piccolo

3 Oboes

3 Clarinets, first doubling Alto Sax, third doubling Bass Clarinet
3 Bassoons

4 Homs in F

4 Trompets in B flat

3 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

4 pedal Tympani

Percussion:(Three players) Bass Drum, Tom Tom’s maracas, mounted tambourine, suspended cymbal, sleigh bells, Tam Tam, crotales,
tubular bells, snare drum '

Vibraphone (with bow)

Xylophone

Celeste

Harp

Children’s Band: parts for wind, strings, brass, tuned and untuned percussion and guitars
Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violincello

Double Bass

This work, commissioned by the London Schools Symphony Orchestra with funding from the Esmeé Fairbaim Foundation , is intended
to provide a platform for beginner instrumentalists (aged 8 — 14) to play alongside, and within the ranks of either, more experienced
teenage musicians as represented by the forces of the LSSO or professional symphony orchestras.

For the first performance, the younger instrumentalists came from a combination of the nine junior centres that send candidates to
auditions for the LSSO.

My intention was to fully integrate the music played by the juniors with their senior colleagues, and to this end, the juniors sit amongst
the sections of their own instrument (with one exception — a guitar chorus which sit as a separate group.) The parts for the juniors are not
always specified as to their instrumentation and can be adapted to the forces available but with regard to the surrounding orchestration. ’
More advanced players might be offered the opportunity of playing the main orchestral parts in agreed passages.

Apart from the physical integration of the young players, there is a compositional integration of music played by juniors and seniors
facilitated by the use of a Medieval plainchant ‘A Summa Czlo’ which gives the work it’s title. The overall shape of the piece comes
from an interpretation of the text of the plainchant:

‘It goeth forth from the uttermost parts of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it again’

Given the tendency for the Medieval mind to read religious significance into celestial events my supposition is that the ‘event’ in
question is a cometary one. From this conjecture the piece falls into four clear sections: a slow ‘onset’ with occasional flares of material
releasing from the approaching comet, a triumphant arrival (and the first statement of the plainchant melody), a celestial dance

containing some sprung rhythms and many solo passages ending with a short brass chorale, and a final section announced by tolling bell
and flutes that heralds the departure of the comet.

I am very grateful to the staff of the junior centres and in particular Annie Cartwright who arranged and supervised my visits, to Oliver
Butterworth who suggested the idea of integrating the young players amongst the orchestral desks, to the LSSO for commissioning the
work, and to the Esmeé Fairbairn Foundation for providing the funds.
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