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Programme Note - ‘Webernera’

This piece was requested by (and dedicated to) the ensemble
‘Squaring the Circle' and was intended to provide a link in a
programme that contained Webern’s arrangement of Schoenberg’s
first Chamber Symphony and my own arrangement of Astor
Piazzolla's ‘Fuga Y Mysterio’. In this instance, Webern formed the
link in my mind. | remember hearing an eminent pianist remark that
she thought she could detect a waltz tempo behind Anton
Webern’s Op 27 Piano Variations. The idea that such an austere
music might have failed 10 disguise its national origin stayed with
me and | was reminded of it by reading the following passage from
Claude Levi Strauss.

‘In the case of serial music, however, such roctedness in
nature is uncertain and perhaps non-exisient. Only ideologically
can the system be compared to a language, since unlike articulate
speech, which is inseparable from its whysiological or even
physical foundation, it is a system-aclrift, after cutting the cables by
which it was attached. It is like a“sailless ship, driven out to sea by
its Captain, who has grown tired. of its being used as a pontoon,
and who is privately convinced that by subjecting life abord to the
rules of navigation, he will srevent the crew from thinking
nostalgically either of their nome port or their ultimate destination’

The theatrical and cinematic quality of the images portrayed
here was too tempting to ignore, so | decided to search for more
potential vernacular reverberations, real, or more often imagined,
in another Webern work — the Op 22 Quartet. Thus the piece
developed as a series of nostalgic deviations from the ‘rules of
navigation’ via a Cuban Cha Cha Cha, a Viennese Waizer and an
Argentinian Milonga. The only quotation from Webern is to be
heard in the last two bars of the piece.

Paul Robinson April 2000
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