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Piano Trio

Paul Robinson

Cantus Rhythmica
‘Secret Chain’
‘A Summeo Caelo’

This is the first piece I have written for this medium. At the time of writing it, there
were a number of stylistic and practical considerations on my mind. Most
prominent was 2 desire to avoid any kind of extended palette of sounds often
associated with some varieties of contemporary music and conduct the musical
argument on the basis of ‘ordinary notes in ordinary registers’ (Constant Lambert).
This was partly due to knowing the kinds of context in which the piece was likely to
be played, but also a desire to tap into the rich and intimate sound world of classical
chamber music. Secondly, while sympathetic to those music’s we have come to call
‘minimal’, I had become disillusioned with the direction this music was taking and
keen to try and deepen the manner in which techiiques associated with minimalism
might be expressed. In this context Gyorgy Ligetr's Piano Etudes were a major
influence. Lastly, having been involved witk choral music recently, the exploration
of Medieval rhythmic techniques was central to all three movements.

1. Cantus Rhythmica

The movement begins with a cyclical sequence of stark intervals in the piano
around which the violin and ceii¢ weave independent lines. The violin breaks away
into a kind of barn dance music’against which the other players comment. The
movement ends with the piZno chords transferred to pizzicato string chords with
the piano playing a slowly descending single line.

2. Secret Chain

This is the most rigorous and automated music I have ever written although
paradoxically, its sound is lyrical. It employs a melodic line buried in the piano part
that is developed from one of the ‘Logical Melodies’ of the American composer Tom
Johnson (although I dare say he would not be able to detect the method employed!).
Again it employs preconceived rhythmic cycles. In keeping with the history of this
medium (in that early Piano Trios were orchestrations of piano sonatas with the
Patron expecting maids to play violin and cello as part of their general house
duties), the string parts were added as amplifications of the sequenced material in
the piano. Most of the harmonies employed are major seventh’s but deployed in a
way to suggest a Bach prelude with unpredictable and unstable modulations.
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3. A Summo Caelo ( Psalmellus from Mass for the second Sunday in advent)

‘It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the
end of it again’

“Through much of this movement, a manner is found to use the chant quoted below.
Sometimes it is found in the tenor area of the piano part, at other times it appears
high up in the violin. The rhythmic elements of this movement are borrowed from
the first movement but filled with new materjal. This is an acknowledgement of the
importance that John Cage gave to rhythmic structuring (independent of the
material poured into the mould) that one finds in Cage’s music of the 1940’s and that
Michae] Nyman also acknowledges in his String Quartet No 3.

The image that the text suggested to me was one of a comet - interpreted in both its
violent and celestial states. Given the propensity for the ancient mind to read into
celestial events divine meanings, perhaps this interpretation of this chant text is not
altogether fanciful.

A summo caelo

Psalmellus from Mass for the second Sunday in Advent {An:trosian)
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