MAGNIFICAT

(Version for SSA, or SSAA)

Jennifer Fowler

for: Sop 1, Sop 2, & Alto (or Alto 1 & 2), with optional organ or other keyboard.

Duration: 5' 30"

Thisisa Women in Music Commissioning Fund award winner. Women in Music works nationally to
support and celebrate women’s music making and its Commissioning Fund has been possible
through financial support from the Arts Council of England. The Magnificat Project is administered
by King Alfred’s College, Winchester and has received additional funds from Women in Theology.
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Programme note.

MAGNIFICAT
& [or
NUNC DIMITTIS

by Jennifer Fowler

These settings of the Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis were
commissioned by Women in Music, UK, for their “Magnificat Project”. The
commission was made possible through financial support from the Arts Council
of England, with additional support from King Alfred’s College, Winchester, and
Women in Theology.

The Magnificat Project was a Millennium project set up to
commission women composers. The.text of the Magnificat itself has, of course,
been set by many composers over trie centuries and is regularly sung in church
services. It displays a unigue coniination of the human joy of a young woman
who finds that she is nurturing-sniew life, with the religious fervour of someone
who finds she has gained a raw insight into the nature of God. It isusualy alied
in services with the Nunc-Dimittis - the song of an old man. This demonstrates a
balance of experience within the service.

However, most settings of both texts have traditionally been made
by male composers. The Magnificat Project has been designed to redress the
balance and allow women’ s voices to be heard reflected through and around
these wonderful texts.

NOTE: Also available are various fully written-out versions of the Nunc
Dimittis, in a number of different voicings.
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MAGNIFICAT

Jennifer Fowler

[Note: If there are enough voicesto divide into SSAA the phrases should be sung
antiphonally between S1+A1 and S2+A2. However, antiphonal division between S1
and S2 is aso possible, but with the Alto lines sung by one group throughout. In

the Tutti sections there are never more than 3 parts (SSA).]
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