BIG GEORGE

for: soprano 1, sopranc.Z, ato, tenor, baritone & bass

by JENNIFER FOWLER

Text by the composer.

Duration: 3'30"
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Programme note.

BIG GEORGE

by Jennifer Fowler

Big Georgeis part of a collection of songs with the overal title of “Eat
and Be Eaten”. The collection revolves around the subject of food in all its
significance. The subject matter allows for a range of moods, from deadly
serious (literally) to humorous.

Several themes recur, and the subject of greed and the dangers of over-
indulgence feature in a number of items. In this song, Big Georgeis an
incarnation of Little George, a small boy who can't stop eating. His courseis
paralleled by Big George who builds a business empire with dodgy takeover
bids. Thetext isby the composer. It isscored for 6 vocal lines. Sop 1, Sop
2, Alto, Tenor, Baritone & Bass.

The cycle of songs was commissioned by The Song Company of
Sydney.
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BIG GEORGE

TEXT (by Jennifer Fowler):

Big George said: | want some money.

The bank manager said: No chance!

George then said:  I've got lots and lots of money.
In that case, sir, we'll give you more.

So George bought:

One small local radio station,

A couple of chains of retail shops,
Three hotels ripe for development,
Four private pension funds,

Five gold mines.

Take-over!

One whole coast of yachting marinas,
Two whole valuable riverside sites,
Buy-out!

Three lucrative wood-chip factories.
Four deep-sea fishing fleets,
Take-over!

Five arlines.

Six digital import companies,
Seven iron and nickel-rarnes,
Eight opal quarries,

Nine TV channdls

Ten media empires,

Eleven multi-rationals,
Twelve off-shore banks.

George didn't pay for all this plunder,
Borrowed on each to pay for the next,
Then stripped the assests and got out fast!
This couldn't, wouldn't last.

One painting, Post-Impressionist in style,
(One more risk, you'll come undone),
Two casinos, beware, the payment's due!
Three huge mergers - begins calamity,
Four, the taxman'’s at the door,

Five, don't think that you'll survive,
(Five million shares take a dive),

Six, spells dumb arithmetics,

Seven, fool, this way's not heav'n,

Eight, too late to speculate,

Nine, this bankrupt's in decline,

Ten, the prison's lonely den. Amen.
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BIG GEORGE

Jennifer Fowler
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* rather whining vowel - an open "ah" rather than back-of -mouth "aw"

© JENNIFER FOWLER 2000
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