DRINKING SONG

for tenor . -haritone and bass

by JENNIFER FOWLER

Text taken from a 13th century Motet, in a mixture of French and Flemish.
Trandlated and adapted by the composer.

Duration: 5-6 mins
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DRINKING SONG

by Jennifer Fowler
Programme note.

Drinking Song is part of a collection of songs with the overall title of
“Eat and Be Eaten”. The collection revolves around the subject of food and
drink in al their significance.

Several themes recur, and the subject of greed and the dangers of over-
indulgence feature in a number of items. This song, is part of a venerable
tradition of drinking songs and the text is taken from a 13th century
French/Flemish motet, translated and adapted by the composer. It is scored
for Tenor, Baritone & Bass.

The cycle of songs of which thisisan item, was commissioned by The
Song Company of Sydney.
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DRINKING SONG

NOTES: Thetext istaken from a 13th century Motet in a mixture of French and Flemish.
The bits of the original text which are embedded in this version, should be sung sotto
voce, on the same level as the "be-be-be"s, whereas the English text should be projected.

TEXT:

The brewers have done well this year,
They've made areally good strong beer,
Everybody's boozing!

Englishmen, they make a mint,
They charge a hapenny a pint!
They're certainly not losing.

Although they rake the money in,
At least they haven't made it thi@,
The devil himself's carousing;

Those Normans, they can lap it up,
| wonder it doesn't rot their gut,
They're certainly not choosy!

It sure does me no good at all,
One moment | am standing tall,
The next, my knees go woozy.
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* Flemish pronounciation, including guttura "g"
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