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Judgement in that Day

Michael Finnissy

For Oboe, Clarinet (in A), Violin, Viola, ‘Cello and Piano
Commissioned by Greenwood Summer Music Camp

Duration ca. 8 minutes

[The main melodic material is taken from the hymn (or spiritual) ‘Where
will you stand?’ ( sometimes called ‘Great Day'}) in the ORIGINAL
SACRED HARP (No. 386), transcribed by John P. Rees in 1859 from
the singing of Judge Falkerner of Alahama.]

“I've a long time heard that there will be a judgement in that day
I've a long time heard that the-moon will be bleeding in that day
I've a long time heard that {he stars will be falling in that day
I've a long time heard that'the earth will be burning in that day
O sinner, where will you-stand in that day?”

All notes are natural (}:]) unless otherwise marked.

The clarinet sounds a minor third lower than written in the score.
Neither tempi nor dynamics need be rigidly adhered to. Flexibility of
phrasing and ‘expression’ are assumed, the character of the piece is
intentionally ‘raw’ rather than ‘cultivated’, and ‘awkward’ (even ‘clumsy’)
rather than ‘polished’, but these qualities should ( in performance) come
from ( i.e. be brought out of) the music and not be added on to it.

[24th May - 17th June 2000, some
revisions, mainly to the piano-part
5th/6th February 2001}
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