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Shukkeien
for violin and piano
dur:10mins.

Performance note:
The pianist should hold down a white-note cluster of all white notes below and including
F a fourth above middle C throughout the piece using the middle pedal. This cluster

should be prepared silently before the performance begins.

Programme note:

Shukkeien is a traditional Japanese garden I often visit close to where I live in
Hiroshima City. One of the things that attracts me to the garden is the exquisite way in
which each object in it, be it rock, flower or tree, is tended and the way the formalism of
the garden is contrasted with the meandering, criss-crossing pathways which wind
their way through it. As well as drawing the visitors attention to new objects, these
pathways constantly reveal familiar objects in new contexts, from varying angles, and
unfamiliar viewpoints. The garden has a wonderful tranquil timeless quality. It's not
that time has simply stopped, or become irrelevant, but that it passes or exists
differently. It's as if the garden has always been this way and will always be this way,
unchanging. And yet sitting by the large pond things are constantly happening; shapes
of large koi drifting beneath the surface, a breeze brings twigs and leaves falling,
shaéows of large birds passing overhead, the constant sound of flowing water, large
dragonflys, warm sun and the briefest of showera all mark the waters surface. Events
occur, things change, but seemingly without purpose or direction, they draw no
attention to themselves, just happen, and arz’all the more beautiful for it. After visiting

the garden for the first time I came acroas the following notice as I was leaving.

“Shukkein.

This garden was designed in 1€%0 by Soko Ueda, a principle retainer of Lord Asano of
Hiroshima, as a villa for his...ord. The garden, lo{ringly referred to as “Sentei” by the
people of Hiroshima before the war, was completely leveled as a result of the first atomic
bombing in history. A large number of survivors took refuge here immediately following
the bombing, but died before receiving medical care. Their remains were interred within

the garden.”
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