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36 Views of Mount Fuji

Instrumentation:

Soprano
Clarinet (B flat)
Violin

Guitar

Piano

Duration approx. 10 mins.

36 Views of Mt. Fuji refers to a collection of woodblock prints by the Japanese artist
. Katsushika Hokusai, I was drawn to them not only by their individual beauty but by
the obsessive nature of the artists work. The idea of repeatedly depicting the same
object from varying angles, over a long period of time, through changes of weather and
season, very much appealed to me. Although the time span of each of the six songs is
short, ( in keeping with the brevity of the poems), the tiny fragments of material from
which they are formed are treated repeatedly to subtle but obsessive variations in
rhythmn, colour register and texture.

The songs are settings of 4 Chinese poems and 2 Japanese haiku, According to Blyth the
poems were/are used by Buddhist monks who select passages in response to problems
set by their master. These poems appesar in Haiku Volume 1 Eastern Culture , by R.H.
Blyth in the section on Zen, p.23-3% Song 2 is a setting of haiku by Joso, L&,
(1661-1704), song 3 of haiku by Torei, HH.
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