DEAD LETTERS -

ROSS LORRAINE

for Moira

Most of the sounds used in this piece are very quiet: they should not be 'forced’, to bring them to a normal
dynamic level. Amplification should be used, with microphones close to each instrument and four speakers
. widely separated.

Virtual dynamics ("f" etc.) suggest the intention rathe¢ thap the actual level for non-standard sounds.

c.l.b. {col legno battuto) is cancelled by: ord.
s.t., 5.p. etc. are cancelled by: norm.

Ergparafion: at the point indicated in the score the violinists and viola player are asked to insert a match,
parallel to the bridge, under string I and over strings I and II1. The 'cellist is asked to'insert a 'false bridge’ -
a fibre-tip pen such as 'Pilot' is most suitable (diameter c. 9mm.} parallel to the bridge, between the
fingerboard and strings. For exact positions, see score. The preparation and removal should be as quiet as
possible - alternatively, a second instrument may be used. '

Commissioned by the Cheltenham International Festival of Music with funds from the South West Arts and
first performed by the Arditti Quartet on Saturday 7 July 2001 in the Pittville Pump Room, Cheltenham.

duration: c.12'
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