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This work was commissioned by London Concert Choir as the third work in
a Composer in Association scheme, with the support of The Britten-Pears
Foundation, The Holst Foundation, The Hinrichsen Foundation and the
LAB/NFMS Voluntary Promoters Special Activities Fund.

The first performance took place in the Queen Elizabeth Hall, South Bank
Centre, London, on 11 October 2000. Mark Forkgen conducted London
Concert Choir with English Chamber Orchestra and children from schoolsin
the London Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.

The work was revised for a performance on 11 October 2003 by Oxford Pro
Musica Singers, conducted by Michael Smedley, at the Sheldonian Theatre.

Orchestration

2 Clarinetsin Bb
2 Bassoons

2 Trumpetsin C (first doubling Trumpet in D)
2 Tenor Trombones (first doubling Alto Trombone)
Bass Trombone

Timpani (doubling Tam-tam, Mark Tree
and 2 Suspended Cymbals)

Children’svoices (at least 15). (The children’s parts may be sung by a small
choir of light sopranosif no children are available.)

4 Soloists SATB

Mixed Choir SATB

Strings: not less than 8.8.6.4.2

Duration: circa 20 minutes (part’1: circa9 mins, part 2 circa 11 mins)
The scoreiswrittenin C

Parts are available from: tel. 0208 521 5259
or e-mail simon@simonspeare.co.uk


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Part 1
Openin

They are the good gentlemen.
Gloriain Excelsis Deo.

While mortals sleep

The Angels keep

Their watch of wondering love

Soloists

Alas! How few of Nature's faces are |eft alone to gladden us with their
beauty! The cares, and sorrows, and hungerings of the world, change them
as they change hearts; and it is only when those passions sleep, and have lost
their hold for ever, that the troubled clouds pass off, and leave Heaven's
surface clear. It isa common thing for the countenances of the dead, evenin
that fixed and rigid state, to subside into the long forgotten expression of
sleeping infancy, and settle into the very look of early life; so calm, so
peaceful, do they grow again, that those who knew them in their childhood,
kneel by the coffin’s sidein awe, and see the Angel even upon earth.

Charles Dickens (from Oliver Twist, Chapter 24)
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Part 2

The Angels

They are above us al the time,

the good gentlemen, Mozart and Bach, Scarlatti and Handel and Brahms,
lavishing measures of light down upon us,
telling us, over and over, thereisarealm
above this plane of silent compromise.

They are around us everywhere, the old seers,
Matisse and Vermeer, Cézanne and Piero,
Greeting us echoing in subway tunnels,
Springing like winter flowers from postcards
Scotch-taped to white kitchen walls,

waiting larger than life in shadowy galleries
to whisper that edges of color

lie al about us innocent as grass.

They are behind us, beneath us,

the abysmal books, Shakespeare and Tolstoy,
the Bible and Proust and Cervantes,

burning in memory like leaky furnace doors,
minepits of honesty from which we escaped
with dilated suspicions. Love us, dead thrones;
sing us to sleep, awaken our eyes,

comfort with terror our mortal afternoons.

John Updike

(used with publisher’s permission)
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Texts: The opening uses linesfrom The Angels by John Updike
and quotes from Christmas carols. The soloists sing a passage from
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. In Part 2 the choir sing a complete

To Mark Forkgen

The Angels
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poem by John Updike Part 2
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