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Silvina Milstein
'The patch of lavender light ...'(1997)

for chamber ensemble
flute (alto flute), oboe, clarinet in A (bass clarinet), horn, tuba, harp, 2 violins, viola, cello & double
bass

first performance:
Lontano, conducted by Odaline de la Martinez
Cheltenham International Festival 97

duration 11 minutes

A candlestick on a chair, on a green straw-bottomed armchair,
a book on the armchatr,
and there the drama is revealed.

Who will enter?
Will it be Gauguin or some other ghosi?

That is how the light of the candle nngs forth, that the glow from the
candlestick on the green straw-bottetiied chair rings out like the breathing of a loving
body near the body of a sleeping invzlid.

It rings out like a stramg? criticism a deep surprising judgement, and it seems
that later, much later, the day when the violet light of the straw-bottomed chair will
have submerged the picture, Van Gogh might allow us to guess at its sentence.

And it is impossible not to notice the patch of lavender light that devours the
rungs of the great green armchair, the old armchair woven with green straw, even
though one may not notice it immediately.

For it seems that the focal point is placed elsewhere, and its source appears to

be strangely obscene, like a secret whose key Van Gogh must have kept on his
person. '

from Antonin Artaud, 'Van Gogh: the man suicided by society', translated by Mary Beach
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