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Mercury is the nearest planet to the sun: 
on Mercury there are eighty-eight days between sunrise and sunset. 
 
Venus, by far the brightest planet of all, 
stormy and hostile, its atmospheric pressure is ninety times the pressure here on earth. 
 
Earth is the only planet known to support life; 
planet Earth is home to a little over six billion people. 
 
Mars is the red planet, with a reddish-pink sky; 
Mars has a volcano fifteen miles high - three times as high as the highest mountain here on earth. 
 
Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system; 
its yellow surface is made up of hydrogen and helium gasses. 
 
Saturn, the most beautiful object in the sky, 
is encircled by rings made of millions of particles of ice. 
 
Uranus appears as a bluish-greenish disk; 
Uranus takes eighty-four years to orbit the sun. 
 
Neptune is bitterly cold, its surface temperature is minus two hundred and twenty degrees; 
Neptune is made of ice, with wispy clouds of methane and is very, very windy. 
 
Pluto, the furthest planet from the sun, was only discovered in nineteen twenty-nine; 
Pluto is smaller than the moon and may not even be a proper planet at all. Pr
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