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Sonnet No. 27

Weary with toil, I haste me to my bed,

The dear repose for limbs with travel tired:

But then begins a journey in my head

To work my mind when body’s work’s expired,;

For then my thoughts, from far where I abide,

Intend a zealous pilgrimage to thee,

And keep my drooping eyelids open wide,

Looking on darkness which the blind do see;

Save that my soul’s imaginary sight

Presents thy shadow to my sightless view,

Which like a jewel hung in ghastly night

Makes black night beauteous and her old face new.
Lo, thus by day my limbs, by nightny mind,
For thee, and for myself, no quiet Tind.

William Shakespeare
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Instrumentation

Flute doubling Piccolo

Bb Clarinet doubling Bass Clarinet
Hom in F

Harp

Percussion: Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel, Mark Tree or
Metal Wind Chimes

Baritone

Cello
Duration: circa 5 minutes

The score is written in C

This piece was commissioned by Opera North and was first performed at the
Shakespeare in Music festival in Leeds on 30" January 2000, conducted by
Martin Pickard with Damian Thantry singing.
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