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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubling Piccolo)

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet)
Bassoon (doubling Contrabassoon)

Horn in F
Trumpet
Trombone

Percussion (2 players)

Player 1

Side drum, Whip, Sleigh bells (large), Clashed cymbals, 2 Anvils {(medium, low),
2 Cowbells {medium, large), 4 Congas (medium-high, medium, low, very low),
3 Gongs (medium, low, very low), 2 Tam-tams (large, very large),

Tabla

Player 2

Vibraphone, Handle castanets, Clashed cymbals, Chinese cymbal,

Almglocken?, Tenor drum, Bass drum (medium size),

Dustbin, large metal (c. 1-1.3 metres highiand ¢.65cm in diameter, with a corrugated
circumference; it should have a sonorGus, metallic resonance)

2 Rm#ﬁ
Tubular bells T

T Almglocken: cluster of cotwbells of many different sizes (with metal clappers attached
inside}; as used in Mahier’s Sixth Symphony.

# Rin: Japanese cup-shaped brass bell, very resonant, with precise pitch. A vibraphone with
peda! depressed, maoior off, may be substituted.

Piano (doubling Celesta)
Harp

2 Violins
Viola

Cello
Double bass

The Score is in C

Instrumental parts available on hire from the publishers
Alarger-sized conductor’s score is available for hire from the publishers on request
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PROGRAMME NOTE

Alhambra Fantasy is scored for sixteen players and is a celebration of the art and
architecture of the Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain. I am concerned with the
splendour of the Palace itself, its place in the landscape and its relevance to the complex
and turbulent history of this ‘Moorish’ region of Spain.

The two parts of work, sharply contrasted, relate to two different facets of the
Alhambra. The first part, rough and energetic, is related to the building of the Palace
itself and is dominated by sounds of hammering and banging on all manner of
percussion. Innumerable short motifs are counterpointed and juxtaposed in the manner
of a mosaic. The second part, perhaps evoking the beautiful landscape of the Vega, is
slow and lyrical, connecting the motifs into long, flowing melodies. This is not
programme music, however, and I would rather leave listeners to form their own
images from the turbulent contrasts evident in the music.

Alhambra Fantasy was commissioned by the London Sinfonietta, who gave its first
performance in Febrary 2000 conducted by Oliver Knussen. It is dedicated to the
memory of the French composer Gérard Grisey.

J.A.
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Flute

Oboe

Clarinet

Bassoon

Hom

Trumpet

Trombone

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

Piano

Viofin 1

Violin I1

Viola

Violoncello

Double bass

in mentoriam Gérard Grisey

Alhambra Fantasy

for sixteen players

JULIAN ANDERSON
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