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SOPHOKLES: Antigone

Stasimon 1

Many things are wonderful, none more wonderful than man.

His is the power to cross the foaming sea, driven by the stormy south wind,

making a way through the overwhelming surges.

The eldest of the Gods, Earth, immortal and unwearied, he subdues,
turning the soil with the race of horses,

as the ploughs go back and forth from year to year,

And the tribe of light-hearted birds, and the races of savage beasts,
and those who live in the depths of the sea, :

he captures in the meshes of woven nets,

man with his surpassing skill;

he masters with his inventions the wild-roaming mountain beast,
the horse with shaggy mane and the tireless mountain bull,
knowing how to lead them under the yoke.

And speech and wind-swift thought he has taught himself,

and the disposition for social life, how to make laws and organise cities,
and how to escape from the hostile arrows of rain and frost:
all-resourceful he is, lacking no power to meet whatever may arise:
only from Death shall he find no escape. '

Unimagined skill and ingenuity he possesses,
which leads him sometimes to evii, at other times to good and noble ends.

When he fulfils the laws of the land and upholcls the sworn justice of the gods,

his state prospers and flourishes;
but he who because of his insolence cousorts with evil

brings loss and ruin to himself and his city.
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Transliteration of Greek Text:

POLLA TA DEINA KOUDEN ANTHROPOU DEINOTERON PELEI
TOUTO KAI POLIOU PERAN PONTOU KHEIMERIO NOTO
KHOREI PERIBRUKHIOISIN

PERON HUP' OIDMASIN.

THEON TE TAN HUPERTATAN GAN

APHTHITON AKAMATAN APOTRUETAI

ILLOMENON AROTRON ETOS EIS ETOS

HIPPEIO GENEI POLEUON.

KOUPHONOON TE PHULON ORNITHON AMPHIBALON AGEI
KAI THERON AGRION ETHNE PONTOU T' EINALIAN PHUSIN
SPEIRAISI DIKTUOKLOSTOIS

PERIPHRADES ANER:

KRATEI DE MEKHANAIS AGRAULOU

THEROS ORESSIBATA LASIAUKHENA TH'

HIPPON HUPAXEMEN AMPHILOPHON ZUGON

OUREION T'AKMETA TAURON,

KAI PHTHEGMA KAI ANEMOEN

PHRONEMA KAI ASTUNOMOUS ORGAS EDIDAXATO KAI DUSAULON
PAGON ENAITHREIA KAI DUSOMBRA PHEUGEIN BELE
PANTOPOROS: APOROS EP' OUDEN ERKHETAI

TO MELLON: HAIDA MONON PHEUXIN OUK EPAXETAL

SOPHON TI TO MEKHANOEN

TEKHNAS HUPER ELPID' EKHON TOTE MEN KAKON, ALLOT' EP' ESTHLON HERPEE

NOMOUS PERAINON KHTHONOS THEON T'ENORKON DIKAN
HUPSIPOLIS; APOLIS HOTO TO ME KALON
XUNESTI TOLMAS KHARIN.

Pronunciation:

Short vowels: Long vowels:

as in. father
as in air {French e)

as in see

a as in man
e as in men
i as in =8it

o as in not as in Ton (German)

SO Hy oy 2

u as in good as in who

ou also as in whe (not as a diphthong)

Diphthongs:

ai as in eye Consonants:

au as in how g always hard, as in get
ei as in may kh slightly aspirated k

oi as in boy th unvoiced as in think

eurc (Italian) r rolled (as in Italian)
z dz as in adze

eu as in

(not as in you)
' (other consonants as in English)

Treatment of diphthongs:

Thewemphasis should generally be on the first vowel sound, except in a few cases
where the rhythm is separately indicated (eg. bar 70, bars 97-98, bar 106).
Utherwise {when the diphthong is written without a hyphen) the first vowel sound
should be prolonged for about three—quarters of the note-length, followed by

a rapid glide to the second sound on the last quarter:

) J.va oh b I\ a & Y
eg. bar 2: de- i-na bar 4-5: pe-le- i
N
I3 PITT
bar 1%4: o- id-ma-sin bar 43-44; po-le- u-cn

and similarly with all occurrences of the diphthongs ai, au, ei, oi, eu..

in the case of short note-values, the second sound may be treated as a grace-note
immediately preceding the next syllable, or before a rest:

I3 y Ny

eg. bars 40-41: e-is e-tos bar 55: ka-i
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The Antigone of Sophokles was first performed in Athens in 441 BC,
In the context of the drama this ode would bhave been sung by a unison male chorus

of 15 voices, accompanied by the aulos, a shawm-like double reed instrument.
The melodic line would have been based on one of the Greek modes, possibly
pentatonic with microtonal.inflections; however no trace of the original music

has survived.

While this version is based rhythmically upon the metrical patterns of the Greek
text, it is of course very far from bearing any resemblance to ancient Greek music.
The ode is taken out of its dramatic context and treated as an independent poem,
the significahce of which is not limited by its historical circumstances.

The angular and dissonant style of this setting reflects the idea that it can be
transposed into an entirely different musical environment and still be found

relevant today.

The word here translated as 'wonderful' (deinos), upon which interpretation

of the poem dépends, is ambivalent: it can express a range of meanings '~ strange,
mysterious, formidable, uncanny, even terrifying. It disconcerts$ vhe listener,
calling into question what appears to be most familiar. The pcem describes

the poﬁer of human intelligence as something miraculous and awe-inspiring,
wonderful in its capacity to understand and control natural forces, but also
potentially dangerous: knowledge and technical skill can e put to beneficial

or to destructive use. What is the ethical status of =scientific discovery,
congidered in relation to civil law and natural justiie? Translated intb

modern political and scientific terms, the implications'of this question

are as acute as ever.

Michael Parsons

-December 1999


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

CHORAL ODE
Stasimon 1

from Sophokles' Antigone
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making a way through the overwhelming surges. Many things are wonderful, none more wonderful than man. .
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as the ploughs go back and forth from year to year

. with the race of horses, turning the soil.
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and the races of wild beasts, and those who live in the depths of the sea, he snares in the meshes of woven nets, man with su cing skill.
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to lead them under the yoke,

and the tireless mountain bull
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and how to escape the hostile arrows of frost and rain’

1 254 Sostendte

all-resourceful, lacking no power to meet what is to come,
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he shall not find.
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