This work was commissioned by the Spitalfields Festival 1999 with

funds provided by the Arts Council of England. Its first performance
was given by Rachel Elliot, Charles Daniels, the CBS youth chorus and
the Birmingham Contemporary Music Group under Nicholas Kraemer.

Forces

soprano
tenor

high voice choir

2 fls (2 doubling picc)

2 obs (2 doubling cor ang)
cello

harp

Performance notes

Accidentals in the full score apply only:to the notes they directly preceed or
within a beamed group.

Grace-notes should be sounded as iudicated - sometimes before, sometimes on
the beat.

Care should be taken over the length of pauses, especially in the second
movement.

The instrumental prelude and interlude run without a break into the following
movements; similarly the final postlude flows without a break out of the
preceeding movement,
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1. Instrumental prelude (Harp)
2. Soprano, chorus, full ensemble

Soprano

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth
for your love is sweeter than wine;

delicate is the fragrance of your perfume,
your name is an oil poured out

Therefore do the maidens love you!

Chorus

Therefore do the maidens love you!

You will be our joy and our gladness

We will praise your love more than wine.

Soprano

I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem.
by all gazelles and wild does,

do not wake my love until he pleases,

3. Tenor, chorius, full ensemble

Tenor

She is a garden enclosed

my sister, my promised bride,

a garden enclosed, a sealed fountain.

| come into my garden

my sister, my bride

I pick my myrrh, my balsam

I eat my honey, my honeycomb
I drink my wine, my milk.

Chorus, tenor
Eat, friends, and drink,
Drink deep, lovers,

Tenor
She is a garden enclosed.

4. Instrumental interlude (harp, cello)
5. Soprano, harp, cello

I opened to my love,

but he had turned and gone.
My soul sank at his flighg

I sought but could not find him,
] called but he did not answer.

1 charge you, daughters of Jerusalem,
if you should find my love,

What should you tell him? - .

that I am sick with lovel
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6. Chorus, wind

Come back, come back, girl of Shulam.

come back, come back, where we can look at you!
Why are you looking at the girl from Shulam,

dancing between two lines of dancers?

7. Soprano, tenor, chorus, full ensemble

Tenor
Rise up my love,

Soprano

I hear my love,

See how he comes

leaping upon the mountains
bounding upon the hills.

Chorus
Rise up.

Soprano

See where he stands

behind our wall,

gazing through the window
peering through the opening.

Chorus
Rise up, my love.

Soprano, tenor
My love

Soprano
lifts up his voice,
he says to me -

Tenor
Rise up, my love,
my fair one, and come away.

Chorus
Rise up, my love, ,
my fair one, and come away.

Tenor

For see, the winter is past,

the rains are over and gone,

the flowers appear on the earth,

All
The season of singing has come.

Soprano, tenor
Rise up, my love,
my fair one, and come away.

{text from the Song of Songs]
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