AERIAL DYNAMICS
(For Soprang, Clarinet and Piano)

First performed on 24¢h May 1996 in Regent's Hall, London
by Victoria Bell (Sop), Guy Cowley (Cl), Phillip Hexdlam and Richard Pearce {(Pno)

Aerial Dynamics was composed between January aid Nay 1996 and is a setting of four poems
for soprano, clarinet and pigno by Dickinson, Thoreali, Tennyscn and Hopkins. Al four
works are observations of nature in animal or eldrmental form and are arranged in a sequence
of increasing intensity beginning with Dickipsen'z. quirky description of a furtive garden bird
and culminating in Hopkins' ecstatic hymn in/praise of a hovering bird of prey.

As the work progresses the relationship Giciween voice and instruments changes.  The
Dickinsen and Thoreau use the claringpand piano respecitively 10 support the vocal line and
highlight certain aspects of the poeniz_the Tennyson is the only song to be preceded by a
scene-setling introduction whilst inahe Hopkins, the piano and clarinet present and develop a
number of distinct ideas against(which the vocal line pursues a freely rhapsodic course, In the
final song the musical argumeiit in the piano and clarinet boils over into a clarinet cadenza
which winds down to usheria the subdued final stanza.  [n contrasi to this developed
structure the first two songs in particular stand as small portraits in which the growth of the
music is governed more by an intuitive response to the meaning of the words than by its own
internal mechanisms.

This work is dedicated to Victoria Bell and [ would also like to thank Munroe Engel for
introducing me to Hopkins.

DURATION: 11 minutes
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A BIRD CAME DOWN THE WALK
(Emily Dickinson)

A Bird came down the Walk-
He did not know I saw-

He bit an Angleworm in halves
And ate the fellow, raw,

And then he drank a Dew

From a convenient Grass-

And then he hopped sidewise to the Wall
To let a Beetle pass-

tle glanced with rapid eyes

That hurried all around-

They looked like fiightencd Beads, [ thought-
He stirred his Velvet Flead

Like one in danger, Cautious,
I offered him a Crumb

And he unrolled his feathers
And rowed him softer home-

Than Qars divide the Ocean,

Too silver for a seam-

Or Buiterflies, off Banks of Noon
Leap, plashless as they swim.

HAZE
(Henry David Thoreau)

Woof of the sun, ethereal gauze,
Woven of Nature's richest stufTs,
Visible Heat, air-water and dry sea,
Last conquest of the cye:
Toil of the day displayed, sun-dust,
Aerial surl upon the shores of earth,
Ethereal estuary, frith of light,
Breakers of air, billows of heat,
Fine summer gprays on inland seas;
Bird of the sun, transparent-winged
Owlet of noon, soft-pinioned,
From heath or stubble rising without
song
Establish thy serenity o'er the fields.

OVER THE DARK WORLD FLIES THEBIND

{(Alfred Lord Tennyson)

Over the dark world flics the wind
And clatters in the sapless irees,
From cloud to cloud thro' darkness bliad
Quick stars scud o'er the sounding seas:
[ look; the showery skirts unbind:
Mars by the lonely Pleiades
Burns overhead: with brows declired
[ muse - | wander from my peace,
And still divide the rapid mind
This way and that in searcii of ease,
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THE WINDHOVER
(Gerard Manley Hopkins)

I caught this morning morning's minion, king-
dom of daylight's dauphin, dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding
Of the relling level underneath him steady air, and striding

High there, how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling-wing

In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing,
As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hur! and gliding
Rebufled the big wind.. My heart in hiding

Stirred for a bird, - the achieve of, the mastery of the thing!

Brule beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride, plume, here
Buckle! AND the fire that breaks from thee then, a billion
Times told lovelier, more dangerous, O my chevalier!

No wonder of it: sheer plod makes plough down sillion
Shine, and blue-bleak embers, ah my dear,
Fall, gatl themselves, and gash gold-vermillion.
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TIT : Over the dork wonld. flics +he wind.’
Alfred. Lord. Ténnason (1809 -1892.)
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