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Valle de Oaxaca

Trumpeters

from the Comandancia militar
in the last glare of day

are practising a fanfare:

their notes float off

buffetted by walls

into a shower of chromatics

that falls round the ears of the women at the washing trough:

a celebration? You might call it that
as it harmonises with the tones
that toll from Santo Domingo-

a celebration, but of what?

Ohit's a desultory enough affair

| know: perhaps little more

than that the sun is shining

and they are standing where they are

under a tree's wide shade
where they've begun

to lay their instruments down
as they cross to the other sids

of the barrack yard

to join the talkers there,

easy as unhurried men should be
conversing in the cooling air:

the abandoned instruments

gleam on, a heap

the low sun grazes,

tracing the glinting contour of a sleep

tomorrow's dawn will scatter as

trumpeters set lips to brass

to waken us also as they

shake down reveilleing echoes over town and valley.

Charles Tomlinson
Notes from New York and Other Poems (1984)

(Reproduced by kind permission of Oxford University Press)
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