MIDWINTER SPRING

MIDWINTER SPRING takes its title from the last of T S Eliot's 'Four
Quartets' - LITTLE GIDDING. The music refers to several elements and
themes of the poem in a general way, and also makes a few highly specific
references to particular lines and images.

One of the important aspects of the poem is the consideration of time and
the relationship between the present day and history. Among other
historical scenes counterpointed in the poem are references to Little
Gidding and the prayer community established there by Nicholas Ferrar in
the 1630's, and references to Eliot's fire-watching activities during the
Second World War. The poem also considers our journey through time and
especially what we find at the end. 'When we encounter the present
moment, on which everything turns, the, temporal landscape of past and
future is enlivened by reality like an age of strife enlightened by Love, or an
English snow-scene lit up by the sudaen brilliance of the midwinter sun.

MIDWINTER SPRING was -cammissioned by the Corinthian Chamber
Orchestra and their conductor,-Alan Hazeldine. It was written in September
and October 1998, and was’ premiered by the CCO on Saturday 27th
February 1999 at St James, Piccadilly.

The piece is dedicated to Graham Skelcey.

NOTE: The four string soloists (violin, viola, cello and double bass) should
sit in their usual sections - not separately - and should play colla parte
whenever there is no solo line, changing back to the general part from bar
to bar.

The duration of the piece is ten minutes.

© David M Stoll 1998

All rights reserved. No part of this work - as score or performance - may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means without prior permission of the composer.

David Stoll asserts his right to be identified as the composer of this music in accordance
with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988.
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