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" The Angel Standing in the Sun" is a dazzling picture by J.M.
Turner, now in the Tate Gallery Collection, London. When you
look closely at the painting, you realise that the Angel
is not the bringer of vitality and light, but a horri-
fying Apocalyptic vision, unleashing death with up-
raised sword, while the sun radiates destruction with
atomic intensity.
The Angel's sword is poised at the moment of
choice, however; between the casting away of
evil and the raising up of good. In the mid-
dle movement of this quintet, although
the Apocalyptic trumpets blaze, the
music rejects the devouring destruc-
tion which is _itriumphant in Turner's
painting, Aand seeks to hold the
power of elemental reactions under
harmonious . céatrol- a choice we all
seek to make, '
In the outer movements, the elemental par-
ticles of the sun trace their dance-~ like
vibrating patterns.
In the Middle Ages, theologians were said to
have lost themselves in disputing how many angels
could dance on the head of a pin. In our own century
physicists pursue similarly receding progressions of
smaller and smaller fundamental pariicles, until the in-
finitely small and the infinitely large seem interchangeable,

THE SCORE IS UNTRANSPOSED

Indicates a free, unmeasured bar.
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DANCE of CHARM and STRANGENESS
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