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ANDREW TOOVEY

usu

OPERA IN TWO ACTS (FIVE SCENES)

TEXT BY MICHAEL FINNISSY AND ANDREW TOOVEY

(WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM JAMES MAVOR AND SIMON CHIDGEY)

AFTER ALFRED JARRY'S ‘'UBU ROL' (1896)

Characters (Seven performers)

Ubu “es Baritone

Ma Ubu, his wife “ee High Tenor

King, later Queen {(Bear) ... Contralto

Buggerlips, their son . Mezzo Soprano

Captain Crap ‘e Countertenor

The Nobility, Various Duchesses,

Princesses, Financiers, Judges, :

and The Army(one singer) ... High Coloratura Scpranc
The People and Messenger ... Bass

INSTRUMENTATION: Picrole/Flute/Bass

{12 plavers) Obhow/f.or Anglais

Clarinet Eb/Bb/Bass/Contra Bass
Bossoon/Contra Bassoon

Horn

Trumpet

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Percussion {2 players)*

Celloe

Double Bass

SCORE WRITTEM IN C (WITH USUAL OCTAVE TRANSPOSITIONS)

* Percussion 1 :

Percussion 2 :

xylophone, crotales (2 8va) pedal bass drum,
gong, firemans bell (medium), hand bells (C-A),
whistle.

2 pedal timpani, vibraphone (with bow}, marimba,
bass marimba, ratchet, tenor drum, 3 suspended
cymbals, large bass drum, Heckensprel.

Some of the percussion instruments are shared.
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(A)
SOME NOTES AND PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS :

THE VOCAL LINES

The seven vocal parts tend to be extremes of each type of voice. For instance,
the high coloratura soprano is uwnusually high, the contralto very 1low. The
setting for both Ma and Pa Ubu often requires quick changes from full voice to
falsetto. These are not indicated in the score, exXcept that the lines assume
this transition by the wide range used. For instance Ubu's opening exclamation
of 'SHITIIXIIIT' (page 7 bar 26) obviously moves rapidly from full voice to
falsetto, as does Ma Ubu a few bars later on page 9. I decided not to be exact
about the place of transition, partly because it would 1limit the expressive
and dramatic potential of the 1lines (sometimes the tenor of Ma Ubu may wish
either to sing a top C in full or falsette, depending on mood and dramatic
impetus), and more importantly the exact place of change is widely different
from singer to singer.

The sign r(in the vocal parts denotes spoken or shouted text. O©Only the exact
rhythm is shown. The contour of the line is free, but not on one pitch.

The } in both wvocal and instrumental parts denotes either breath or phrase
indications. In perxrcussion parts it usually indicates an immediate stopping of
the sound. If a » occurs in all parts [as in page 39 bar 173 etc.) this means
a clear gap between each sound, a semi-quaver taken from each dotted quaver
for instance.

THE LANGUAGE OF UBU

Within the language of the Jarry play some swearwords exist. These have been
extended to include those in usage today. Some, considered generally obscene
have alternative possibilities {in brackets in the score)}., These words are
there hecause I feel that the Ubu's would insist that they were!

SOME HISTORY OF THE PLAY AND A NOTE ON THE CHARACTER OF UBU

When Alfred Jarry (1873-1907) was fifteen he wrote a puppet play about perd
Ubu, based on the character of a much ridiculed teacher at his school. When it
was produced as a play in Paris in 1896, Ubu Roi provoked a scandal. From the
moment the £irst word ‘Merdre!' was spoken all hell was let loose. The play
has become a classic for the artistic world (see “thz art work of Miro for
instance)}, not’  just the theatre. The beginnings for what has become known as
'the theatre of the absurd'.

Ubu {and Ma Ubu for that matter) shows the animal, primal nature of man. He is
a savage caricature - stupid, selfish, wre<l, ruthless, greedy and a coward.
He is a mean, vulgar, and very brutal chayacter who Xills a king to get his
throne. Tortures his subjects. Kills the‘prince and captain. And treats Ma Ubu
like shit. Even so this dark exploration.of human nature has been surpassed in
reality by many world leaders, past. aud present, and to a lesser (or perhaps
greater) extent by 'ordinary' people. a Ubu, 1like Lady Macbeth before her
sows the seed of most of Ubu's plans,

The characters of Ubu are set(in a world of childish naivetd, stark colours
and primal images. The music Jcnanges abruptly from aggressive, viclent
outbursts, to soft lilting moments and to various kinds of pastiche.

THE LIBRETTO

I would 1like to thank Michael Finnissy, James Mavor and Simon Chidgey for
there great help with the libretto. Basically after my initial honing down of
the text (from f£ive acts to two!) and a new translation by Michael Finnissy,
(who also added many of his own ideas), important additions were made by
myself, James Mavor and Simon Chidgey from single word changes to major
structural changes. For instance James greatly developed the <¢losing scene of
the text. Ultimately much of the original play is lost. Even so, I feel the
very best remains to forcefully inflict the world of Ubu on its victims.
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ACT 1
Sogne 1
Ybu  SHITIXTIIT!
o V. Charming! How nice, what a pretiry word - you filthy old git!
U  1'11 bash your hoad in?
Ha U. Hot mo! bash somecne else's bralns out!
by Inf
Mo 0. Qut!
T THINY
Ma U, OuN!
M By my green candis! {HLTS MER)
Ba U. Vou know pothing - Ignorant dog!
Always the sams story.
Ubu likes things this way. Won't change,
Hhere & your asbition gone?
Ut Br I'fll' green candle! (BITS HER)

1'm quite content. Quite satisfied. See!
(MAVES HMEDALS AT NER)

Coptain of Drogoons. Order of the Red Eagle. Medal of lionour, Lots move.

U. Try measuring your big fat head for the crown.
Tho King is still wearing the crown, you silly bitch?
» 50 bmp him of f. Knock off the Queen and the bloody lot.
The whole damn tribe, Xill them all!
Ma Ubu, you're in deep shit ~ You'l) pay for it - soweonc will come
along ond wipe you out.
Ma U. Wipe mo oul? Wipe ma out? If they do -
who will wipe up your crap?
1'11 wipe ayself = I con wipe my own arsa.
Ma . Then when you've wiped it, try sitting on the thrane with it.

You could get filthy rich. Indescribably, incredibly rich -

vory, vetry rich...'
bu Ah templationt - I'11 do it. Shittery-bug and Tuggery-shit!l!
. Ooch! Real man-talk. b '
But walt... there agaln... perhaps not... Ho... Me? Caplaln of the
dragoons, slaughter the King?! ¥Wo... I'3 rather die.

{ME HURRIES OUT)
#a Y. Oh POOCOOOOY (TO OME SIDE)

g |'*'I§|5

5

EEE

The lousy lltkla worm! But one way or other, by fart or by shit, I'll
wipd him up.

{UBI REAPPEARS WITI VARIOUS DISHES OF FOOD, CHAIRS. HE IS
CBYIOUSLY PRETENDING KOT TO WEAR WHAT MA UBY IS SAYIMG)

I know how to get bim excited. I'1]l win him over by the graca of God.
And then - magbe ~ in zeven dops time, I'11 be a Queen.

(NA UBY GRABS PA YBU AND THEY SEGIN TO DANCE - FIRST PASTICHE -
PURIBG THIS DMCEMIHDMCMHI[[MORHUHMDIW)

Ubu, dearest, our guest ls extrececececeendy late.
1'a faintlng with hunger, expiring with it.

By oy green candle -

You're exceptionally ugly tonight, my sweet -

1= it in bonour of our guest?

N3 ¥, Shit-head!

Uy T*m HURGRV! FAMISNED!! I'm FAMISHED!!!

{ENTER CAPTAIN CRAP. DURTNG THIS ERTING SCENE HIGH COLORATURM SOPRANO
SINGS WITl THE EMSEMBLE)

5

Ma U, fboot bloody time. Captabn Crop, please be Eeated.
(ALL TWREE SIT AT THE TARLE)
C.C. Good evening to you both.
Mo Uba, what's on the menu?
Ha U. Bum-hole surprise! A piss-drenchod Fruit salad? Some cheese chunder!
Nipple-tart! Cream of cock! Boiled nuts! And cauliflower in turd saulet

(THEY EAT)

o=

11 3 Yu. Yum. Yum.
Umuouuughl This ks disgusting! What shit!
.C. Quite right. Ho goud at all,
. Ignorant pigs, what do you expect?
] Yum, Yum. food.
Ha U, Let'z taste the colf bollocks.

]

i

& Yum ywh, 1've finlshed.

Ma V. Wou for the fresh goose shit.

C__l-_ Doliclous. Yum yum.

bu  Mow, captuin, have you eaten well?
.0, Really [ine, except for all the shit.

All 3 shit. Shik. Shit.

Surely the litlle plip-plaps werv the best bits?
U. To each his own.

U 1n a Cew days, with your belp, I shall be Xing.

€.C. You're going to kill the King?

M1 3 %ill. Kill. Kidl.

Ulm Te's no fool, he's guessed it}
], Kill. Kill. Kl.ll. Kill.

C.C. If you want to kill him, I'm with you.

g

EE! Oh! 0! I lowe you dearly.
{UDU JUNPS ENTHUSIASTICALLY GNTO CAPTAIN CRAF)
¢.£. haargh! You stink, don'L you ever wash?
bu  Rorely.
Ha D. More like nover.
!lllu 1'11 Lreak your logs!

Ha . Vou big dollop of shik!
M1 3 Shit. Shit. Shit.
Uba  Lot's Finalize our conspiracy. Hy [rionds we simply
poison Lha Xing by putling lota of acsenic in his [ood.
#a Y. You evil cunt {pigq)}
Al 3 cumiipio). Cuntipig). Cunt{pig).
C.t; 1'd vather carve him up [rom head to belly.
Ha U. Yes! A noble suggestion!

U Supposing he kicks you? He bas very big feet. (PAUSE)
I have the ideal zolution.
1'1]1 stamp on his toes. Hoad,
!rell SUITITITIT! Louwdly-
you pounce on hisn Erae bokind, and knock his block off.
lvben be's dead you snatch the coown, sceptre, robes, palace,
k.ingdcm, - it's all s0 aceeceeasy!!!
M thee Hoovay! Hoovay! Hoorayl
He'1]l ki1l the King today:
Kill the King, dead at last,
Kill his head and kill hiz acse,
Kill Une Kieg awd rule.
Iule?! Fool! Rule! Fool?
Xill and rule!
heano and steoll
Tongue and tool!
Kill! Kilj! Xillt
(THEY DRHCE MWAY MERRILY)
Sogne 2

(THE KING, PRINCE DUGGERLIPS AND THE ARMY ENTER. ARMY STANDS RIGIDLY ‘10
ATTENTION. UBU ENTERS, CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY MA UBY AND CAPTAIN CRAP. UBU
JOINS THE ¥ING TG INSPECT THE RRNY)

King © Hoble Uhu, proy inspect the troops. Attentionl:!
hen't thop worderful?

Uby  They are a wess. Vile! - Look at this one. low long Eince you last
shaved, scum-bag?!

King Put thiz soldier is properly attired. What are you thinking of?

U This! (HE JUMPS CW THE XINGS HUSE FEET)

king hssassin?

i SHITIIIIIT! Up and st 'ew! Get stuck inl

C.C. Hurrah! Hurrab! Hurrahl

(CAPTAIN CRAP LEAPS QH THE KING FROM BEHIND AND FELLS HIM TO THE
GROUND AND RIDEE RIM LIXE A NORSE)

Eing lelp oa? Holy Viegio. I'm doadl
Ibu I have the crown!

(UBY TAKES THE CROWNM, THE XING IS DRAGGED OFF. MA UBO XND CRAP
CHASE AFTER BUGGERLIPS AND ARMY, UBU TRIVMPHANTLY LIFTS THE CROWN
ABOVE |JES HEAD, ARMY AND BUGGERLIPS CROSS THE STAGE HOTLY PURSUED
BY Mp UBY AND CRAP. UBU EXITS POMDOUSLY. THE CIIASE CROSSES QNCE
MORE, SHORT PAUSE. ARNY CRDSSES ALOHE TURSUED BY MA Bl AND CRAP
PAUSE. QUEEN - KING MINUS THE BEMRD, CLOAK, AND OUTSIZE SHOES
ENTERS WITH PRINCE BUGGERLIPS)

Cueen dh! Ah! Rlas) Those lunatics have penetrated the palace. They are
mounting the sialrs!

Soth  Deferd yslocdl

Oh that"%a Ubu, tho weetch, khe eascal, if only I could getl hold of him.

E

\BU, KA UBU AND CRAP ENTER)

4

Den't stop, Duggerlips, what would you do Lo me?

Y-znall defend ay mther, unte dasth,

(uoh! Captain Crap, I'm really scared. lLet's leave ot once. liahoha.
Fother! Quick - the secret door!

Qg n And you, my son?

M T zhall follow!

El

l’ N
S

(UUEEM RUSHES OUT)
Ui Try and grab the stupid Quesnt

{HA OBV MND CRAP RUSH FORWARD, COLLIDE WITHS EACH OTHER, AND CRASI
TO THE GROUNDH

Idjoks! She's gone...
As for you, you little prick...

Buqg. By God's right hand, my vengeance, at last! (PMISE)
Holber, T follow you?

{ME FLINGS KIS CLOMX OVER UBYU, Wil> FALLS CONFUSEDLY QUER CRAP AND MR
- AND RUNS TO RNOAHER PART OF THE STAGE. THE CLOMK ROW COVERS ALL
THREE FIGUKES ON TIE GROUND. MUFFLED WOMBLING ARD SWEMRING 1S HEARD
FROM BENEATH THE CLOAK, AS THE FIGURES TRY TO EXTRICATE THEMSELVES.
GRADUALLY THEY EXMAUST TIEMSELVES, WITHMOUT ESCAPING, AND ALL FALLS
SILENT. THE QUEEN EMTERS)

Ubu/Ma/CC  {FROM DEMENTH THE CLOAK) Well fuck{piss) off thenll!
Boa. Rest here. We are quite sofe.
ueen 1 hope se, Ab! Buggerlips, assist me!

(SIE rALLS GRACEFULLY ONTO THE MOUND OF FIGURES CONCEALED BY CLOAK)

Dug.  Ab! ¥hat ails you?

Queen 1 have no more than thoes hours, seven miputes and bwenipone scconds
Lo livi.

Pug. lﬂ\ul"! flas the cold gol to you?

{ugen T can't go on! ‘the Kiog murdeced, our [amily dcstroycd, [oreed into
exile...

G, And by whom. B vulgar adventurer - an upstarl fram nouhere. The
vilest, basesi, [ilibiest vogabond!

{ueen Ob Bugperlips! liow hoppy we a1l were. .. {SIE SHOOMS)

Bug. Whol's wrog? She pales, E21ls! Ah, no! - Dooardd
A1l alene in thiz barrven wilderness!
is it possible? Anotber wictim falls to Pa Ubu! {Covers hls face).
Alas, how very sad, to find onesell in the first flush of youth
with such a tervible wengeance to pursue! Kh! Ahl Ah! Eh2?

{THE CUEEN RISES UF - A FHAKTON)
15 this a miracle? What prodigy of Hature?
Quaen Take heed! Prince Buggeelips, our noble lime is steony and good.
Our ancestors are angry- Angry @t this crime against our bouse.
Avenge! Avenge! Take this sword!

{SHE GROPES CLUMSILY UNDER HER SKIRT FOR A BNTTERED AND RUSTY
LD SWORD, WIICH SHE THEW HAWDS - CEREMONIGUSLY - TO BUGGERLIFS)

Enow thoa no rest, 'til thow hast struck down the usurper,
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{SHE FALTS SLOWLY AND SOMNAMBULISTICALLY. BUGGERLIPS FOLLOWS WITH
CHORD NELD HIGH, AS WE GOES OUT HE CATCIES WOLD OF WIS CLORK AND
PULLS 1T MFTER HIM. THE DISHEVELLED GROUR, OMCE AGAEH REVEALED,
BRING THEMCELVES TO ORDER. UDU PLACES TIE CROWN ON WIS HEAD. A
FMFARE RIKGS OUT IMMEDIATELY, AND THE PEOBLE WALKS ON}

Poople (SALUTIHG UBY) Long live the King! Long live King Ubul
flooray! tooray! llooray!

(PEOPLE STAHDS EXPECTANTLY IN FRONT OF UBJ. UBU DIGS DEEP INTO
HES POCKET AND FINDS A MANDFUL OF MONEY WHICHL NG THROWS AT THE
PEOPLE. PEOPLE WONDERS OFF HAPRILY. ANOTHER FAMFARE)

Uby  Let's go and see what there is to eatl

{ALL THREE EXIT. BETWEEN SCENE 2 AMD 3 AN INTERLUDE Will DE HEARD)

Scene ¥
(ENTER UBY AND MA UPU IN CROWNS AND REGAL PARAPHERMALIA)
b: By my green candle, I oo truly king of this Kingdom! hnd olreody

this forelgn Cood is making my belly oche!
U. Some small roward is due to Coptoin Crop for this success.
€rap? Don't talk to mo about that heap of shite!
You are wrong, Ubu. 1o will turn agalnst you.
Fab chance!
8. And you've unfinished business with Prince Duggerlips.
Whot harm can that smooth-arsed cock sucker{zit-face) do me?
- Ho sants cevenge for Lha death of his fatber. Bupgerlips intends
to crush fou. He thinks he has greater good on his side.
What rubbish! Greater good?! Bad is az great as Good any day!
Crap and Buggerlips are smelly lttle farts. Enocugh of them,
= on with the main buzincss of the day.
BRIHG ON THE ARTSTOCRACY!:!!

(PECPLE SHOVES ON WOBILLTY, Wil0 FALLS TO THE FLOOR WEEPIRG, IN A
MEART-REHDING GESTURE OF SUPLICATION)

EE

I |§I§|5I§|§

1 have the honour to inform you that in order to increase the wealth
of this dizmal Mation, I intond to do sway with all nobles, lords,
lodies, honvurshles, Princes and Dukes alike. all down ihe shite-hole.
T inlepd to take all their goodles.

Oh Slorror!

Louder please, I can't hear youl

{NPPEALLNG PATIETICALLY ‘0 PEOPLE} Rssist mo! Hove mercy!

Bf oy yreen candle?

Who are you?

Anna, Duchess of Agrophobla.

How much are you worih?

Three million.

Guiliy!

g

e EzE

{ME DANCES WITIL JER. ANMA GRADUALLY FALLS AND IS DRAGGED OFF QUICKLY,
REAPPEARING RLMOST IMMEDIATELY I¥ SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT GUISE. DURING
EACH DANCE THE COUNTERTEMOR JOINS THE ENSEMELE IN h SEQUEMCE OF 'YES
YES YES YES YES, HO MO NO NO HO' STATEMENTS)

B
£2
3

g

Bertha, Princess Bluestocking.
Eucellent! Excellent!

=
£

[HE DANCES WITH HER. BERTIA FALLS. SAME BUSINESS. REAPPEARS IM
DIFFERENT GUISE)

Dowm the plug!
Ha U. ¥hat bostial ferocity!
Tor! This one's ugly. Nome.
Cristabel, Morchionesz of Cock-Cheese, Cooks, Crwmbs, Condoms,
Corngrztones, Cornucoplaz, Coropations, Custard-pies, Choliv,
Cobabitatlon, Copulation, Corporation, Conjugation, Constipa.ion and
Crud. (MA UBU SHOUTS CRISTABEL'S L1ST AFTER HER)
Very good. Nothing else?
Quite sure,
Down you go, then!

2

i

{IIE DANCES WITH JIER. SAME BUSINESS)

(D}

Ma . What windless barbarity!
Uby  Nember four. Who are you?

¥obr. Delilah, Lady Dunbeluck.

Ubu A what fortune do pow have?
b. Hothing., ['ve no mopey.

Usa  what o pity. Mo money, e mercy.

{ME DANCES WITH MER. SAME BUSINESS)

Izl

o U. What ruthless cruelty!

I Humber five. Hame. Rank. Telephone numbar.

{PARKDING HER BOSCM SEIUCTIVELY) Edith, Countess Ever-ready.
Ex-directory.

{FINGERING NER TIT5) Mot much there. Is that jt?

Is that not sufflcient?

Kot for me!

=
H]

5B B

{HE DANCES WITii NER. EDITI IS DRAGGED OFF)

g
=

You're 5o [icrce, Uhu.

1 [ind \his so enciching! Akl hiz money.
Mow for new laws!

U. Rules!

Regulations!

Prohibitions!

Progecutions!

BRING ON TIIE CHIEF JUSTICE:)?

=

[

E |

(MOBILITY IS DRAGGED OM, IN JUDICLAL WIG RAHD GOMWI)

First, I shall reforn the entire legal system - then proceed to
mquestions of high [inence, big business, grasd larceny, ET CETERA-
Jus. The coerts will sieongly oppose 011 change.
Uhy  SHITITITIT! ALl Julges will heve their salaries stopped.
Juz,  Scandalous!
Ubn A1l judges will be restrleted to one trial per yeac.
Jus.  Ridtculous! Awful! Infamous! Scandalous] Degrading!
We refuse to Judge under such: conditlons.
Ubu Aoy with you!! Down the shite-hole!!

{JUSTICE 15 ESCORTED GUT}

Ha U. That's done it. Who's going to mainlain law and crder oow?
bu  He.

(NOBILITY IS OHCE AGAIM DRAGGED ON, SUITABLY ATTIRED AS A TAX
INSPECTOR)

To start with, 1 want half the taxes.
i, (Suoch nerve!
1L Such nerve!
Tuen we'll put ten percent tax on property, iodustry, commerce,
weddings, funerals - and births.
327, That's quite absurd. -

{TAX INSPECTOR IS FROG-MARCHED OUT)

Ma V. You've cutting down the populatlon by leaps and bounds, dearcst.
Ho more Justice. Tax Inspeclors. 5o how will you squeccecesze all
ihat lovely money out of the stupid peasants?

Uk Bo nol lear, my little piss-pot, I will go Trom village to village

1IN PERSON to collect the handouts. Muna shall escape.

{UE? hND MA UBG EXIT. IT GROWS DARX. CAPTAIN CRAF CREEPS ON. DURING
THIS SCENE THE CONTRALTO ADDS A VOCALISE TO THE ENSEMBLE}

€.C. Toke care, King Ubu. In the seven days since you've been ruler here,
you have conmitted more murders ibat would damn all the saiots in
paradise. I repent joining your awful scheme, The blood of the King and
his subjects cries out For vengeance. And those cries will be heard.
{IIE MBKES A DEFJANT GESTURE)

M OF ACT OE

DEDICATED TC MARGARET TOOVEY

COMMISSIONED BY MUSIC THEATRE WALES WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE WELSH ARTS

COUNCIL AND THE HOLST FOUNDATION

FIRST PERFORMANCE : ST.DAVID'S HALL - CARDIFF FESTIVAL SEPTEMBER 24 1992
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Scone 4
(HA AND PA DBU SIT MOTIONLESS, STARING AT THE NUDIENCE DURIRG MUSIC)

Uby  Oh look! People burning, Screaming! What a magnificent view!
Everywhere you lock, Universal suffering! My ideas work!
- What's up? A man 0o a horze? In tho palace?! Get out the dustpan.

(A WESSENGER [BASS) ON K MOBBYHORSE ENTERS, IGRORING BOTH UBN AND MA
UBY, CROSSES THE STAGE, SIRGING HIS SONG, AND DROPPING - EN ROUTE -
A BROWH PAFER FARCEL FROM HIS REAR END)

Mess. I bave o Turd-Cruncher for every taste - one for Lhe [irm ond one [or the

poste, Sleaming terd, horse turd, breosl-Fed baby locd. Policemsn's
stools, oldmons dribbles. Mo two tucds are alike you know, no twoe turds
are alike.

{UBV GEGINE PO SING [OR WIIISTLE] THE MESSEMGERS SONG THEN...)

Ubs  Hang about! Mait! Come back! He's Just fucked{pissed} off.
Wa U, (SCOUPIMG UP PARCEL) He's gooe. Bui he left a message!
n  Fead it then. lurry, horry. Read it. Get a move on.

¥a U. It's Crom Captain Crap. He says that the enemy has welcomed him with
open arms. That be will shortly invode this dump and reinstate
Prince Buggerlips as King, and P.S. You're for the chop.

Ubu  Booghoo. Boohoo. That nasty man is coming to kill me. I'm really upset.

Ha ll. lle's gope over to the other side.

U  The enema.

Ma U. They've welcomed him with open arms.

I The twat.
Ma U. They'te on their way.
Ubs  Oh shit.

Ma U, A mighty force.

Ubu Of mighty farts.

Ms U. & mighty forve to [lush you down the pan and put
Bugyerlips upon your ihrone. You'ra For the chop!

Uba  Oh woe is me. Ch woe, b woe. Thot croppy captain - that spotty prince
- oh woo. (STOPS) Fuck{Sod) this for & game of scldiers!

Ube  Whot?
Ma U. Are you a man?
Ubu  Well.

by Oh shite!

Ma U. This eecans war!

by War? Oh WAR, Horray! MWe'll show those cunts{dogs), we'll puke on 'em,
book 'cm, spook ‘em, puke Tem, We'll bloody cook ‘ewm.
Yum pum. LET THERE GE WAR!

{THE AEMY MWD THE PEQFLE IMMEDIATELY ENTER SINGING)
A ond People My tunic's got iwo, three, four lovely buttons,
FIVE bloomin' great bottons!
Six, seven, eight lovely buttons.
Hine blooain' great buttons!
Ten, eleven, twelve lovely buttons,
Thirteen bloomin® grest buttons!

|

My tunic's got fourteen, fifteen lovely buttons,
Sixteen bloomin' great buttons!

Eighteen, twenty lovely buttons,

Hineteen bloomin' great buttons!

Tonty-oare, Lwenty-eight lovely butioms,

Thirty bloomin' great butiens!

My tunic's got thirty, forty lovely buttons,
-+, ty bloomin' bulions,

Ferty-five Jovely buttans

v+, ive bloomin' buttons

Seventy-one buttons

- Lultons?

Wy bleomin' tunic's got Fifty thousand lovely,
Lovely great butlons,

Thousands and thousands of buttons,

‘Tons of buttons, Tons and toms...

hu_and Ha I, In hatz green and yellow
We raid the bordello

fle person alive

Can evar survive

This littlo green follow

(VB WAVES HIS GREEN CAMNTILE)

Aowy and People Long live Xing Ubu?
ilbn_and Ha 4. In hats blue and black

We found oul the knock
Ho petson remenbors
Those long cold Decembers
When this one went slack

Army and People Long live King Ubu!

Ubu nnd Ma U. In gear grey and red

We make stroight for bed

Ko person will waver

When this great lifesaver

Lifts up his proud head
Aremy_opd_People Long live Ring Ube! Long live King Ubu!

by Stand to attention! DBring me my armour, you horrible slag.
Shift your arse - the enemy is slmost here.

{MA UBU RUSHES OUT AND RE-ENTERS IMMEDINTELY WITH UDU'5 ARMGUR)

Ha U. You look so hadsome in that helmet and brecsiplote, so bright and
shiny. I almost Fancy you.
bu  Mow - my horse.

(RRMY BRINGS OH A FITIFULLY THIN AND FRAGILE T0Y HORSE)

Ha U. That weak-kneed old nag will collapse under you.
Ubo  Don't talk shite. I peid good monoy for it - it hed beiter caccy e - Im
certainly not WALKING ipto bottle - there are sppearances to koep up.

(BE SITS Y THE HORSE AMD IT BREAKS)
Bumowe” LL:, Swoep L up! Get me another onet

"N ENORMOUSLY CIMBERSOME LONG-POLED HODBYNORSE IS BROUSHT ON. UBU
vh% GREAT DIFFICULTY IN STTTING ASTRIDE IT}

Steady, steady - this one’s o bil frisky. I sholl fall ofl.
Bounce on my bonce. I'm off to war

To kill everyone:

Myone! Evoryona!

Anyone! Everyona!

knyone! Everyone!

(UM CATERS OFF INTO THE DISTANCE)

Ha U. Bye bye! tlave fun! Fareweli!
Fall of ! ih no! You slipped!
Take care! Bye bye! Fall off:
farewell! You slipped! Toodle-oo!
Good! How that that stupid prat has gore, T'm going to toke all
the dosh and gel the fuck(hell} out of haret
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ANDREW TOOVEY

By

OPERA IN TWO ACTS (FIVE SCENES)

ACT TWO - SCENE FOUR

TEXT BY MICHAEL FINNISSY AND ANDREW TOOVEY
{WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM JAMES MAVOR AND SIMON CHIDGEY)

AFTER ALFRED JARRY'S ‘UBU ROI' [1896)

Characters {Seven performers)

Ubu ca Baritone

Ma Ubu, his wife e High Tenor
King, later Queen (Bear) ... Contralto
Buggerlips, their son e Mezzo Soprano
Captain Crap N Countertenor

The Nobility, Various Duchesses,
Princesses, Financiers, Jullges,

and The Army{one singer) ... High Coloratura Soprano
The People and Messenger (/.. Bass

INSTRUMENTATION: “Piccolos/Flute/Bass

(12 players) Oboe/Cor Anglais
Clarinet Eb/Bb/Bass/Ceontra Bass
Bassoon/Contra Bassoon
Horn
Trumpet
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Percussion (2 players)*
Cello
Double Bass

SCORE WRITTEN IN C (WITH USUAL OCTAVE TRANSPOSITIONS])

* Percussion 1 : Xylophone, crotales {2 8va) pedal bass drum,
gong, firemans bell {(medium), hand bells (C-A},
whistle.

Percussion 2 : 2 pedal timpani, vibraphone (with bow), marimba,
bass marimba, ratchet, tenor drum, 3 suspended
cymbals, large bass drum, Gleckenapiel.

sZome ¢f the percussion instruments are shared.
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SOME THOUGHTS BY ANTONIN ARTAUD

WHERE OTHERS WANT TO PRODUCE WORKS OF ART, 1 ASPIRE TO NO MORE

THAN TO DISPLAY MY OWW SPIRIT

I WANTED A THEATRE THAT WOULD BE LIKE A SHOCK TREATMENT,

GALVANIZE, SHOCK PEOPLE INTO.FEELING

WHERE THERE IS A STINK\OF SHIT

THERE IS A SMELL OF BEING

patr e, ee
Zevids M T AL CENTRE,

{ Tt v
Wo oo L o WA
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