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Millennium Scenes was commissioned by the BBC for the Sounding the Century
concert series. The first performance was given on 31¥ March 1999 by the BBC

Symphony Orchestra conducted by Sir Andrew Davis at the Royal Festival Hall,
London.

The work received an honourable mention in the large-scale composition category of
the Royal Philharmonic Awards, 2000.

Instrumentation

3 Flutes (3™ doubling Piccolo 1, 2™ doubling Piccolo 2, 1% doubling Piccolo 3)
3 Oboes (3™ doubling Cor Anglais 1, 2™ doubling Cor Anglais 2)

3 Clarinets in By (3" doubling Clarinet in E;)
3 Bassoons (3" doubling Contrabassoon)

4 Horns

4 Trumpets (1%, 2™ & 3 in C; 4 in D)

2 Tenor Trombones

1 Tenor-bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpanti

Percussion (6 players)

Piano

16 1¥ Violins

14 2™ Violins
12 Violas

10 Violoncellos
8 Double Basses

The score is notated in C.

Duration: ¢. 15 minutes
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Signs used in the score

= one quarter of a tone sharp
three quarters of a tone sharp
one quarter of a tone flat
three quarters of a tone flat
very slightly sharp
very slightly flat
silence (where used with hairpin crescendo or diminuendo)
— = gradual transition between different playing techniques
e.g. sul tasto, sul ponticello etc.)
slow, exaggerated vibrato
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Performance Notes

The first section of the piece consists of a long accelerando which is driven by the bass
drum (percussion 6) which is struck with increasing frequency. To achieve the written
dynamics, it is suggested that a separate bass drum be used, positioned away from the
rest of the orchestra. This also applies in Part II of the piece from bar 111 onwards.

Double Bass

At the start of the piece, the lowest string:should be tuned to C# . Two further
retunings are required: to E (after letter'H in Part I) and to E; (for all but the last desk,

after bar 138 in Part II).

Percussion

The distribution of the instruments amongst the players is as follows:

Player 1
Apito (samba whistle) 1, apito 2 (may be shared with player 2), large tam-tam (may be
shared with player 2).

Player 2

Apito 2, tam-tam (may be shared with player 1), low log drum, glockenspiel, gong
" (pitch E , a gong from a Javanese gamelan may be used, even though the pitch
may not be as precise).

Player 3
High Japanese woodblock, pedal bass drum, low log drum, 2 medium-high cowbells

(straight-sided, Latin-American type - may be shared with player 4) , medium-high
suspended cymbal (may be shared with player 4), car horn 1 (electric, two-tone type),
tenor drum, small thunder sheet.
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Plaver 4

Glockenspiel (may be shared with player 5), bongos (pair), 2 medium-high cowbells
(may be shared with player 3), medium log drum, medium-high suspended cymbal
(may be shared with player 3), 1 low tom-tom (may form part of player 5’s run of tom-
toms), car horn 2 (as car horn 1 but slightly lower - shared with player 5).

Player 5
5 Tom-toms, vibraphone, glockenspiel (may be shared with players 2 and 4), car horn
2 (shared with player 4)

Player 6
2 Large bass drums (see note), 2 rototoms (medium high and high), sandpaper blocks.

The following layout is suggested for the percussion section:

BASS DRUM
(PERC & - SEE NOTE)

VIBRAPHONE

® ORS

TomM TOMS

GLOCKENSPIEL CLOCKENSPIEL
CAR HORN 2 (SWITCH)
BONGOS Loc DRUM
LOG DRUM
GonNG
THUNDERSHEET
COWRELLS
AP AN,
g“'OODBfggK SUSFPENDED CVMBAL
PEDAL @
Bass orom T R DRUM
£~NO BASS DRUM
R HORN 1 (SWITCH
oA ( ) RoToToOMS

SANDPAPER BLOCKS

The car horns, which are of the electric, two-tone type, should be positioned high up in
the hall, spaced antiphonally and well away from the players and audience. They are
operated by switches from the percussion section, and can be supplied by the
composer. For the apitos (samba whistles), two methods of notation are used. The

cancelled treble clef (&) indicates the approximate pitches to be expected; in this case

the pitches should be read as high, medium and low. In passages where the treble clef
is not cancelled (é) the pitches should be as precise as possible. At these points the

apitos are always doubling the nearby glockenspiel.

Since much of the percussion writing is extremely loud, the players will need to be
positioned carefully to protect other instrumentalists, and the use of screens and raked
staging is recommended.
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