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Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in B flat
Hornin F
Bassoon

Piano

Commissioned by Birmingham Chamber Music Society for their 1998/9
Season. First performed by the Albion Wind Ensemble and Martin Roscoe
(Piano) on 17 October 1998 in the Adrian Boult Hall Birmingham.
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Sextet for Piano and Wind John Webb

Allegro
Andante -
Allegro -
Adagio

Originally, I conceived this work in five movements, with the outer ones being
‘detachable’. This meant that the piece would exist in two forms, the complete version or
the three inner movements which could be played as a group. To make this scheme work,
the outer movements were to be thematically interrelated, as were the three inner ones.
However, having completed the fourth movement, I realised that a fifth was unnecessary:
the four have a logical sense of progression, which would be spoilt by the return of the
opening material. However, the final three movements can still be played without the first
movement.

The opening Allegro is thematically unrelated to the other movements, whereas the last
three share a great deal of material. The first starts with very short, staccato jabs from the
piano against repeated note figures in the wind. Ong¢s an ostinato is announced in the
piano’s left hand, the texture gradually becomes much busier. The second movement is
slower and more lyrical, the third is fast and liveiy. The fourth is the most intense - it
starts with a long clarinet solo accompanied by piano, before the rest of the winds enter.
When they do come in, they concentrate en-acveloping bleaker musical ideas which were
first heard at the end of both the second anid third movements. The musical progression
during the whole piece is therefore from lively and outgoing to much more introverted and
desolate. '

The Sextet was commissioned by Birmingham Chamber Music Society with funds from
the National Lottery. It was first performed by The Albion Ensemble and Martin Roscoe
(piano).
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