PICASSO

out of the blue

Chamber Opera in a Prologue and Two Acts

Music by lan McQueen
Text by Jonathan Alver
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PICASSO: out of the blue, was commissioned by Classical Adventures and
the Eastern Touring Agency, with financial support from the Arts Council of England and
the Year of Opera and Musical Theatre, 1997

CHARACTERS
PICASSO.................. aged twenty when the action begins... high baritone
FERNANDE.................. avoluptuousred-head.......................... lyriC soprano
EVA ..... apetitebrunette.............cc.ccevi young-dramatic soprano
MAX JACOB........... asmallwittypoet............coveeeie, tenor
GERTRUDE STEIN... alargeAmericanauthor......................... mezzo soprano

INSTRUMENTAL FORCES
Clarinetin Bb/ clarinet in Eb/ bass clarinet
euphonium
viola
harp
Percussion (divided among and played by the above players): 2 diatonic harmonicas
(which play common chords onily) in E and Eb majors ; bell in Blp; xylo bell in F¥
{mounted on wood) ; alto ocarina in F ; bird decoy 1- mallard ; bird decoy 2- cuckoo,

small bongos ; large claves; small claves ; med. cowbell ; two-toned woodblock
(classroom model) ; child’s party blower ; small ratchet.; machine castanets

in the premiere touring production we omitted the euphonium part - see bracketed
ininstrumental cues - and doubled the parts of Fernande and Eva on one soprano.

The action takes place in Paris - Montmarte and Montparnasse - between 1801 and
1915.
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