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Alan Bullard was bormn in London in 1947: his music has been widely performed
in Great Britain and many other countries, and is regularly broadcast on
television and radio. Other works of his which involve brass instruments
include Continuum for brass band, Heritage for symphonic wind orchestra,
Dances for Wind Quintet (Nova/Faber), and Colneford Suite for trombone and
piano (Boosey and Hawkes).

Essay for Brass Quintet was commissioned by the Famaby Brass Quintet and
first performed at a concert organised by the Witney Music Society,
Oxfordshire, on 9 th December 1983, Farnaby Brass subsequently performed it
at many venues including the Purcell Room, London, and broadcast it on BBC
Radio 3. It has since joined the repertoire of a-aumber of brass quintets.

Essay sets out to explore the sctiorities set up by brass instruments playing
notes which are an interval of a second apart, and both melodically and
harmonically the entire piece is-oased on this one interval. It is in the form of a
single movement with a slower central section.

Duration 9 minutes
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Comntissioned by the Farnaby Brass Quintet

ESSAY

for Brass Quintet

ALAN BULLARD
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