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Dedicated to the memory of my Mother
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sans noir (1995) by John Webb
Piano solo

Several events conspired in bringing this piece about. I had recently completed another
work for solo piano, which was extremely chromatic, loud, rhythmically complex, very
difficult, and, due to its demanding nature in the context of a whole recital, has never been
performed. I was also unhappy with the work, and felt I needed to write something
simpler. 1 had also been playing gamelan for some time, and was impressed by the music’s
ability use a limited number of notes to a great effect. Hence sans noir uses only the
piano’s white notes.

Finally, my Mother was terminally ill in hospital whilst I wrote the work, and I wanted to
compose a piece she would enjoy (some of my pieces she really didn’t appreciate).
Although she never heard it, it is dedicated to her memory.
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