Four
Bagatelles

for free bass accordion and
String trio

John
Webb


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Instrumentation

Free bass accordion
Two violins
Cello

Duratiot: ¢.15°

Commuissioned by the Jupier .Academy of Music and first performed in July 1994
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Four bagatelles John Webb

for free bass accordion, two violins and cello

One of my aims in this piece was to create several highly contrasting movements, full
of character and wit. Each is built upon a repeated ostinato figure, which creates
musical continuity and gives the listener an aural reference point at the outset. In the
first bagatelle the accordion plays a high pitched swirling figure. Against this the
strings develop an expressive melody which becomes increasingly passionate. At the
climax, the swirling idea (now played by the violins as well as the accordion) cascades
down until, after a cello solo, it fades away.

The second movement uses an insistent, repeated pizzicato A throughout. The
accordion and strings punctuate this with fast runs and short, stabbing chords. The
third movement is a much more sombre affair - it is a slow fugue over a repeated
ground bass piayed by the accordion. The finale is a lively romp.

‘Four bagatelles’” was commissioned by the Junior Academy of Music, and first
performed in July 1994,
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