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Commissioned by the Chelmsford Star Children's Choir and The Chelmer Youth Choir, conductor Eric Withams

Revolt!
The Peasant's Uprising of 1381
words by NICK BULLARD music by ALAN BULLARD
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Narrator:
It is early in the year 1381. Life is not easy for most of the people of England - for those who work
the land. And now, parliament has introduced a new tax. A poll-tax, to be paid by every adult,
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Narrator:

Most peasants resented the tax, and the lords who invented it.
But they still kept their trust in the young King.
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Narrator:
Throughout England the tax-gatherers travelled tiom village to village, collecting the hated poll-tax.
Most people grumbled, but paid. But in May 1381 the tax-gatherers were near Brentwood in Essex.
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Narrator;

And so, from many villages in Essex and Kent, the tax-gathrers were chased away, returning home empty-handed.
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